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SAF€RA OVERVIEW 

SAF€RA is an ERA-NET project entitled “Coordination of European Research 
on Industrial Safety towards Smart and Sustainable Growth” funded for three 
years by the European Commission in the 7th Framework Programme. It was 
initiated by the European Technology Platform on Industrial Safety (ETPIS) and 
uses this platform to make its results available to the stakeholders. 
 
Under the ERA-NET scheme SAF€RA aims to improve cooperation and 
coordination of national research programmes addressing industrial 
safety1, including enhanced interaction with the Framework Programme and 
the Nanosciences, Nanotechnologies, Materials and new Production 
Technologies (NMP) themes in particular and the creation of a Joint 
Programming Initiative on Industrial Safety, in order to improve the level of 
safety in the European industry, and, at the same time, to achieve sustainable 
growth and enhanced competitiveness.  
 
The scope of SAF€RA includes coordination of research on the prevention of 
major accidents, with off-site consequences and risks to the environment and 
society, and in particular the economic benefits of industrial safety solutions, 
safe innovative processes, preparedness and response as well as protection of 
the environment, new methods to enhance the creation of a safety culture and 
prudent attitudes, risk reduction strategies, reference technologies for life 
extension of aged and repaired structures, as well as products and systems 
required to improve industrial safety.  
 
SAF€RA brings dynamism to safety research in Europe by promoting 
collaboration in research programmes and by fostering lateral thinking as well 
as favouring innovations. The SAF€RA project contributes to the objectives of 
the FP7 work programme in the following ways: 
 

 Building up sustainable channels for communication and effective 
instruments for collaboration between national programme owners 
and/or managers and promoting the creation of collective, strategic 
coalitions at a European level. 

 Increasing awareness about the importance of research in the field of 
industrial safety as a major contributor to a dynamic knowledge-based 

                                                

1 According to the ETPIS definition, ”industrial safety” applies to installations, production  
   systems, buildings, transport systems and safety related structural components, and deals    
   with occupational health and safety of the workers in industry and environmental safety  
   (prevention of major accidents with off-site consequences and protection of the environment  
   and the society) 
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economy as well as working to strengthen the impact of this research at 
the EU, national and international levels. 

 Exploiting synergies and avoiding duplication of research and 
development among the partners of the Consortium and reducing 
fragmentation of the European Research Area by increased 
coordination. 

 Establishing joint programmes of transnational research projects 
between the involved Member States, which will materialise in a pilot 
programme for collaborative research projects between the SAF€RA 
partners as a test bed for future joint programming. 

 Developing and implementing common, joint, strategic activities to 
establish a durable European network for cooperation between key 
actors in the field of industrial safety. 

 
The first steps of the SAF€RA project were to agree on the priorities for future 
joint activities and to develop a joint strategy. Complementarities, gaps and new 
opportunities in research were examined and summarized in a report upon 
which the discussions on the priorities were based. A consultation process was 
initiated among the partners and the Advisory Panel of SAF€RA and broadened 
to include the national networks, the Commission, and the social partners,  
aiming to define the future direction for SAF€RA. The outcome of the 
consultation process is the present document, the Memorandum of Common 
Understanding, including the SAF€RA Strategy for the two remaining years of 
the project, and beyond. The document is an expression of intent of the 
SAF€RA Consortium Members and is not legally binding. 
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THE OPERATING CONTEXT OF SAF€RA 

SAF€RA in the context of EU2020 Strategy 
On June 27, 2010 the European Council has adopted Europe 20202 - a strategy 
for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth, which is the EU's growth strategy 
for the coming decade. The strategy also includes ‘flagship initiatives’ providing 
a framework through which the EU and national authorities mutually reinforce 
their efforts in areas supporting the Europe 2020 priorities: 

 Smart Growth: Economy based on knowledge (education) and innovation 

 Sustainable Growth: Greener, more resource efficient and competitive 
economy 

 Inclusive Growth: High employment delivering social and territorial 
cohesion 

SAF€RA in the context of HORIZON 2020 
Horizon 20203 - the EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation is 
the financial instrument implementing the Innovation Union4, a Europe 2020 
flagship initiative aimed at securing Europe's global competitiveness. Running 
from 2014 to 2020 with a proposed € 80 billion budget, this programme is part 
of the drive to create new growth and jobs in Europe. 

The proposed support for research and innovation under Horizon 2020 will: 

 Strengthen the EU's position in science with a dedicated budget of  
€ 24 598 million. This will provide a boost to top-level research in Europe, 
including an increase in funding of 77% for the very successful European 
Research Council. 

 Strengthen industrial leadership in innovation with a budget of € 17 938 
million. This includes major investment in key technologies, greater 
access to capital and support for SMEs.  

 Provide € 31 748 million to help address major concerns shared by all 
Europeans such as climate change, developing sustainable transport 
and mobility, making renewable energy more affordable, ensuring food 
safety and security, or coping with the challenge of an ageing population. 

Horizon 2020 will tackle societal challenges by helping to bridge the gap 
between research and the market by, for example, helping innovative enterprise 
to develop their technological breakthroughs into viable products with real 

                                                

2 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2010:2020:FIN:EN:PDF  
3 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0808:FIN:en:PDF 
4 http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/pdf/innovation-union- 
  communication_en.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2010:2020:FIN:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0808:FIN:en:PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/pdf/innovation-union-%20%20communication_en.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/pdf/innovation-union-%20%20communication_en.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
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commercial potential. This market-driven approach will include creating 
partnerships with the private sector and Member States to bring together the 
resources needed. 

International cooperation will be an important cross-cutting priority of Horizon 
2020. In addition to Horizon 2020 being fully open to international participation, 
targeted actions with key partner countries and regions will focus on the EU's 
strategic priorities. 

Horizon 2020 will be complemented by further measures to complete and 
further develop the European Research Area5 by 2014. These measures will 
aim at breaking down barriers to create a genuine single market for knowledge, 
research and innovation. 

SAF€RA in the context of the SafeFuture6 initiative 

SAF€RA has been developed in the context of the SafeFuture initiative of the 
European Technology Platform on Industrial Safety. SafeFuture has been 
designed to support the EU2020 Strategy, in particular the sustainability and 
competitiveness targets, while implementing the ETPIS long term vision. 
 
The SafeFuture initiative aims at improving the competitiveness and 
sustainability of European industry and generating knowledge to ensure its 
transformation from a resource-intensive to a knowledge-intensive base. These 
goals shall be achieved by creating step changes through research and 
implementing decisive knowledge for new applications at the crossroads 
between different technologies and disciplines. This will benefit both new, high-
tech industries and higher-value, knowledge-based traditional industries, with a 
special focus on the appropriate dissemination of RTD (Research and 
Technological Development) results to small and medium sized enterprises 
(SMEs).  
 
Thus, SAF€RA is fully in line with the objectives of SafeFuture and will 
complement the activities performed for the next years to support the 
implementation of the EU2020 Strategy, and to address the EU Grand 
Challenges where industrial safety is a major issue. 
 

                                                

5 http://ec.europa.eu/research/era/index_en.htm  
6 http://www.industrialsafety-tp.org/filehandler.ashx?file=8545  

http://ec.europa.eu/research/era/index_en.htm
http://www.industrialsafety-tp.org/filehandler.ashx?file=8545
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SAF€RA STRATEGY 

Vision 
Safety and innovation jointly contribute to the competitiveness and sustainability 
of European industry, meeting societal challenges. 
Researchers from various scientific disciplines and stakeholders constitute a 
community, sharing knowledge about industrial safety. 
 

Mission 
SAF€RA shall coordinate research investment in Europe on industrial safety, 
improving the coherence of research, thus contributing to the development of 
the European Research Area. SAF€RA will therefore: 

 encourage cooperation between researchers from various countries and 
scientific disciplines;  

 create new perspectives and opportunities for safety research to provide 
industry with forward-looking solutions; 

 share emerging societal concerns, knowledge and research results on 
industrial safety issues in Europe; 

 promote research on industrial safety as a competitive advantage and 
contribute to societal decision making on innovative technologies. 

 

Values 
The SAF€RA consortium shares the following values:  

 Safety is the keystone of competitiveness, sustainability and social 
welfare. 

 Openness, transparency and objectivity. 
 Cooperation based on trust and fair partnership, respecting partners’ 

interests and diversity. 
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Objectives 
On the basis of the vision and mission statements, strategic objectives have 
been formulated for SAF€RA for the two remaining years of the project, 2013-
2014, and beyond. The objectives are: 
 

Link to the 
mission  

Short-term  
objectives 

Long-term  
objectives 

Coordination 
of research  

• Exchanging research agendas 
and identifying subjects of 
common interest 

• Testing ability to direct and 
coordinate necessary research 
by launching open calls for 
proposals 

• Establishing contacts with other 
Technology Platforms and other    
ERA-NETs  

• Creating a sustainable network 
to continue activities related to 
SAF€RA’s mission  

• Joint Programming  
• Article 185 type of 

agreement7 
 

Cooperation 
between 
researchers  

• Supporting transnational and 
multidisciplinary research 
projects  

• Establishing programmes for 
mobility of researchers  

• Coordinating use of 
infrastructures and opening 
access to laboratories and test 
facilities 

• Achieving critical 
mass and leverage 
of knowledge among 
European 
researchers in 
industrial safety  

• Optimizing 
investments in 
research on 
industrial safety  

Creating new 
perspectives 
and 
opportunities 
for industrial 
safety 
research  

• Developing new mechanisms for 
public/private partnerships in 
industrial safety research funding  

• Identifying common research 
topics which reflect new societal 
challenges (for example early 
recognition of emerging risks) 

• Identifying new 
regulation regimes 
(such as SMART 
regulation) suitable 
for ensuring safety in 
highly innovative 
technological fields 
 

                                                

7 http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/art185/about-185_en.html  

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/art185/about-185_en.html
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Link to the 
mission  

Short-term  
objectives 

Long-term  
objectives 

Exchange and 
dissemination 
of knowledge  

• Creating a platform for 
exchanging information and 
knowledge for scientific 
community and stakeholders 

• Establishing a framework for 
organizing stakeholders’ 
meetings  

• Learning from good practices in 
managing research and 
dissemination of results 
 

• Increasing uptake of 
research results in 
industrial safety and 
their contribution to 
the EU economy  

• Strengthening safety 
culture and 
increasing 
awareness of the 
importance of safety 
among all 
stakeholders  

• Increasing impact of 
research on 
standardization and 
voluntary codes of 
practice 

Promote 
research on 
industrial 
safety  

• Developing quantified measures 
and substantiated arguments on 
the value of industrial safety for 
EC and national research 
funding agencies  

• Increasing the number of multi-
disciplinary and peer-reviewed 
papers and publications on 
industrial safety with authors 
from several European countries 

• Periodically 
launching 
programmes on 
industrial safety 
coordinated at the 
European level and 
involving national 
resources  

• Promoting industry 
funding and 
stakeholder 
participation in 
research 
programmes 
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PRIORITY THEMES FOR JOINT ACTIVITIES 
 

The thematic priorities identified for SAF€RA are as follow: 
 
 The value of industrial safety, which includes but is not limited to: 

- Demonstration of economic benefits (safety spending is known but 
benefits cannot easily be quantified). 

- Value for citizens: how they perceive safety of products, processes, 
plants. 

- Value for competitiveness of organizations. 
- Value for society: impact on regulation, insurance. 

 
 Good practices in managing new and emerging risks, which includes but 

is not limited to: 
- Safety management and risk governance as necessary companion 

for innovation. 
- Review of current practices and improvement. 
- Relation between new technology, innovation and standardization. 
- Monitoring effectiveness and benefits of safety approaches. 
- Full life cycle risk assessment. 

 
 Safe transport system for dangerous goods, which includes but is not 

limited to: 
- Development and implementation of EU tracing and tracking system 

for dangerous goods (technological and policy dimensions). 
- Transfer of results to standards and legislation. 
- Safety of new energy carriers, e.g. hydrogen, liquefied natural gas, 

biofuels. 
 

 New technologies in improving safety, which includes but is not limited to: 
- Smart sensors.  
- Safe & smart materials e.g. fire resistant materials.  
- Information models to assess the ‘quality & health’ of the 

environment. 
- Safer system design including harmonized methodologies for 

inherently safe design that takes into account natural hazards, 
security, safety after incidents. 

 
 Human and organizational factors, which includes but is not limited to: 

- Assessing the value of the safety culture concept and developing a 
common understanding across industries, countries and regulators. 

- How people and organizations cope with error and manage 
uncertainty. 

- Impact of soft law and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
initiatives on safety. 
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- Resilience engineering and safety management, including accident 
analysis and organizational learning). 

- Public participation in decisions concerning safety and the 
environment, including risk communication. 

- Tools for assessing effectiveness and efficiency of different legislation 
and regulation regimes (contributing to smart regulations). 

 
The topics will be further specified involving the research community and other 
stakeholders, including industry and standardization bodies. The list may be 
altered as new important topics arise in industry and society. Final topics for the 
joint calls for proposals will be decided by the SAF€RA partners funding the 
individual call.  
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