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The year 2020 will surely be remembered as the year of the pandemic due to the terrible Covid-
19. The new coronavirus of the third millennium has had unfortunately a negative impact also in the 
workplace, just think that the accident data of 2020 are strongly influenced by it. A quarter of the total 
accident claims and a third of those with fatal outcome received by Inail since the beginning of the year 
are in fact due to infection by Covid-19. 

The comparison between 2020 and 2019 is affected by a number of factors connected to the 
health emergency that strongly conditioned last year's accident trend: the nationwide suspension 
between March and May 2020, in order to contain the new Coronavirus epidemic, of all production 
activities considered non-essential, the simultaneous closure of schools and the difficulty encountered 
by companies in resuming full production in the post-lockdown period. The targeted closures, road 
traffic restrictions, and the massive use of agile work had the side effect of reducing the exposure to 
risk of "traditional" work-related injuries (including "in itinere" injuries) by significantly lowering their 
numbers compared to 2019, both for overall and fatal cases. Offsetting this phenomenon, however, 
was a new generation of occupational injuries, that of Covid-19 contagion, which, in addition to the 
"traditional" reports, produced two distinct effects: for overall injury reports, a scaling back of the 
decline from the previous year, while the particular lethality of the virus aggravated the comparison 
between 2020 and 2019 of fatal cases. 

The impact of the pandemic in the work environment was not limited only to the year 2020, but 
is also affecting the first months of 2021, with a trend that, however, since February is significantly 
decreasing. 

 

 

2020: THE PANDEMIC YEAR 
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ACCIDENTS AT WORK IN COVID-19 YEAR 
 

As of April 30, 2021, there were 571.198 occupational injury claims filed with Inail in 2020, down 
about 74 thousand cases from 644.993 in 2019 (-11,4%). The decrease occurred despite the presence 
in 2020 of work injury claims following Covid-19 contagions reported to Inail (about a quarter of the 
received injury claims). In particular, claims of injuries from Covid-19 had two major peaks in 2020, in 
November and March (respectively almost 40 thousand and 30 thousand claims) with drastic reductions 
in the phenomenon in the summer period. The reduction in the overall number of claims recorded in 
2020 compared to the previous year (-11,4%) is the average of two markedly different decreases for 
the two sorts of accidents: if the accidents on the occasion of work (506 thousand), despite the 
presence of new reports from Covid-19, decreased by 6,2%, the commuting accidents (65 thousand) 
decreased by 38,2%, as a result of the restrictions on road traffic during lockdown and the massive 
use of smart working. 

 

The lower number of road accidents is also confirmed among accidents at work where the 13 
thousand cases involving means of transport (think of professional drivers, such as truck drivers, taxi 
drivers, etc.) decreased by 31,8%. A significant contribution to the overall contraction in occupational 
accident claims in 2020 came from insurance sector “on behalf of the State”, which saw a reduction in 
claims over the year of more than 60% (more than 66 thousand fewer); this was followed by Agriculture 
sector with 19% fewer cases (about 6.400 accidents), while the Industry and Services sector remained 
substantially stable (less than 1.000 fewer cases, equal to -0,2%).  

For all insurance sectors, there was a decrease in commuting accidents, while those on the 
occasion of work marked values up compared to 2019 only for Industry and Services, which recorded 
an increase of 7,9%, driven almost exclusively by the Health and Social Assistance sector, which 
between 2019 and 2020 had an increase in accident claims of 236,5% (from around 28.500 cases in 
2019 to over 96 thousand in 2020). 

Clearly, the sector was particularly affected by the pandemic and exposed to a high risk of 
contagion, with healthcare workers subjected to significant work rhythms and stress. In fact, almost 
70% of the occupational infections from Covid-19 in 2020 involved this sector and, of course, the 
medical and paramedic personnel working in it. Among the other sectors of economic activity that have 
recorded increases in 2020 there was the public administration (and in particular the bodies responsible 
for health, such as the ASL, +74,3%), the agricultural industry (+48,6% of cases) and some 
manufacturing activities defined as “essential” and therefore always ongoing throughout the year, such 
as pharmaceutical production (+5,1% the claims). 

The decrease that emerges from the comparison of 2019 and 2020 is related exclusively to the 
male workforce (almost -21%), while the female one shows a +5,6% (due to the larger quota of female 
workers in those sectors on the front line to fight the pandemic and despite a reduction in female 
employment). The decrease in the number of claims affected both Italian workers (down 12,0%), as 
well as EU workers (down 2,1%) and non-EU workers (down 10,4%). 

 

An analysis by age group shows a general decrease, except for the huge 50-64 age class which 
shows an increase of 6,5%, and for the two age classes 45-49 (+2,5%) and 65-69 (+1,4%). 

The territorial analysis shows a drop in accident claims in all areas of the country. This decrease 
is less remarkable in the Northwest (-2,0%) and more accentuated in the remaining areas: Centre (-
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18,0%), Islands (-17,4%), South (-15,3%) and Northeast (-13,5%). The regions with the smallest 
decreases are Campania (down 3,6%), Lombardy (down 4,3%) and Liguria (down 7,3%), whilst those 
with the largest decreases are Calabria (down 26,9%), Umbria (down 24,6%) and Molise (down 
22,9%). Valle d'Aosta, Piedmont and the Autonomous Province of Trento are the only regions that 
show an increase of claims in 2020 compared to 2019 (+17.5%, +5.7% and +2.1%, respectively). 

At the date of detection of 30.04.2021, the accidents recognized at work in 2020 were 375.238 
(65,7% of the 571.198 claims), 69 thousand deductibles/mandatory notifications (12% of the total), 
around 91.500 the negative cases (16%), more than 35 thousand those still under investigation. Nearly 
9 out of 10 of positively recognized cases in 2020 involved accidents on the occasion of work, a higher 
share than that recorded in previous years (on average about 85%). Consequently, in 2020 the 
percentage of commuting accidents will fall (about 10% against 15% in the other years of the five-year 
period). The largest share of positively recognized accidents by Inail in 2020 (89,2% of the total, equal 
to 334.480 cases) is recorded in the Industry and Services insurance sector. This is followed by “on 
behalf of the State” insurance sector with 21.127 cases (5,6%) and Agriculture with 19.631 cases 
(5,2%). 

In 2020, compared with previous years, the proportion of annuities for temporary disability rises 
(94,6% compared with 90% in the other years of the five-year period). Consequently, the quota of 
cases compensated as a lump sum (degree of permanent impairment between 6%-15%) and the one 
of cases which result in a direct annuity (permanent impairment from 16% to 100%) will fall, given the 
complexity of the treatment of accidents, which requires longer time to recognize the permanent 
damages, especially for those caused by Covid-19 contagion, which the pandemic context, which is 
quite exceptional and unprecedented, has made more difficult. 

 

 

Source: Inail Open data – update on 30.04.2021 
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Source: Inail Open data – update on 30.04.2021 
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FATAL ACCIDENTS INCREASED DURING 2020 
 

The number of fatal occupational accident claims submitted to Inail in 2020 was 1.538, an 
increase of 333 cases compared to the 1.205 recorded in 2019 (+27,6%). The increase was mainly 
influenced by deaths caused by Covid-19 infection inside the workplace, which accounted for more than 
a third of the deaths reported to Inail and which saw March as the most critical month (more than half 
of the fatal Covid-19 claims in 2020 were attributable to this month). The change in the number of fatal 
accidents in 2020 compared with the previous year reflects a change in the way the accident occurred. 
Claims of commuting accidents (226 cases) fell by 31,7% compared with 2019 (due to the already 
mentioned reduction in road traffic following the Covid-19 containment measures), while there was a 
significant increase (+50,1%) in deaths reported during work (1.312). This dramatic increase is 
attributable to the lethality of the pandemic. A further breakdown of cases at work according to whether 
or not a means of transport was involved shows that, as for fatal cases as a whole, there was a fall (-
22%) in the number of accidents due to road traffic accidents during work (professional drivers, etc.), 
while the remaining cases at work without a vehicle involved (1.131) showed an increase of 76,2%, 
that is the result of new claims caused by the infection. 

The increase in the number of fatal accident reports in 2020 is due to the 330 more deaths than 
in the previous year in the Industry and Services sector and 48 more cases in the “on behalf of the 
State” sector (three times as many deaths in 2019), while there was a decrease of 45 cases in 
Agriculture.  

While the number of fatal commuting accidents declined for all insurance sectors, there were also 
increases in the number of deaths at work for Industry and Services and for the “on behalf of the State” 
insurance sector. In particular, work-related fatalities increased in Industry and Services by 421 cases 
(58% more cases). The main economic activities with the largest increase are Health and Social Care 
(increased from 8 cases in 2019 to 108 in 2020, which were strongly affected by deaths due to Covid-
19), Transport and Storage (47 more cases or +48%), Manufacturing (46 more cases, +35%), Trade 
(36 cases, +67%) and Public Administration - with health offices such as the ASL, which are also very 
exposed to the risk of infection by the new Coronavirus (+25 cases, more than doubled).  

The increase observed in the comparison between 2020 and 2019 is mainly linked to the male 
component, that reported fatal cases rose from 1.105 to 1.366 (+261 deaths), while the female 
component recorded 72 more cases, from 100 to 172 (but in relative terms is +72,0% against +23,6% 
for males). There was an increase in the number of fatal accident claims filed by Italian workers (from 
980 to 1.314), an increase of one case for EU workers (from 67 to 68) and a decrease of two cases for 
non-EU workers (from 158 to 156). An analysis by age group shows an increase in the number of 
deaths among the over-50s, compared with a decrease among the others. 

The territorial analysis shows an increase of 187 fatal cases in the North-West, mainly due to the 
increase recorded in Lombardy (+123), 88 cases in the South (of which 59 in Campania alone), 33 in 
the Centre, 15 cases on the Islands and 10 cases in the North-East. Still on 30 April 2021, of the 1.538 
fatal claims in 2020, 799 (52%) were recognized as at work, 646 cases were closed negatively (42%) 
and 93 cases were still under investigation. The 799 fatal cases recognised in 2020 were an increase 
on the 705 fatalities in 2019 (+13,3%) and represent the highest number for the entire five-year period. 
85,6% of the fatal cases recognised in 2020 were work-related accidents, which was much higher than 
in previous years (72% on average). Consequently, the proportion of commuting accidents fell in 2020 
(around 14%, halving the 28% recorded in the other years of the five-year period). As regards fatal 
accidents positively recognized by Inail in 2020, the largest share (90,7% of the total, i.e. 725 cases) 
is recorded in the Industry and Services sector, followed by Agriculture with 50 cases (6,3%) and by 
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“on behalf of the State” insurance sector with 24 cases (3,0%). There were 14 multiple accidents in 
2020, with a total of 29 fatalities: the first in January costing the lives of two workers killed in a road 
accident in Grosseto, the second in February with two train drivers killed in a railway derailment in the 
province of Lodi, the third in March with two victims in a road accident in the province of Turin, the 
fourth and fifth in June, one on the road with two victims in the province of Bologna and the other with 
two workers swept away by the collapse of a wall in Naples, the sixth and seventh in July, with two 
workers who fell from a scaffolding on a building site in Rome and another two victims in a road accident 
in Bologna, the eighth in September with two brothers who died from fumes inside a silo in the province 
of Cuneo, the ninth, tenth and eleventh in October, with two workers crushed by an excavator in the 
province of Imperia, with two victims in a road accident also in the province of Cuneo and with two 
other workers killed by electrocution in the province of Cosenza. In November, there were two more 
multiple accidents, two workers electrocuted in the province of Vibo Valentia and two victims in a road 
accident in Foggia. In December, the last accident involved three workers killed in an explosion inside 
a fireworks factory in Chieti. In 2019, on the other hand, there were 19 multiple accidents between 
January and December, with 44 fatal cases reported (30 of which were road accidents). 

 

Source: Inail Open data – update on 30.04.2021 
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Source: Inail Open data – update on 30.04.2021 
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OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES IN 2020 
 

The snapshot as at 30 April 2021 showed 44.955 occupational disease claims for 2020; 31.433 
workers were involved, considering that for each claiming worker several files can be opened at the 
same time for specific pathologies. 

As for accidents, the drop compared to 2019 (61.201 claims) was considerable, more than 16.000 
fewer cases, or -26,6%. Again, the 2020 figures are strongly influenced by the Coronavirus emergency: 
if the temporary suspension or closure of many economic activities during the year has, on the one 
hand, reduced exposure to the risk of contracting new occupational diseases, on the other hand, the 
state of emergency, the restrictions on traffic and controlled access to facilities of various kinds may 
have made it objectively difficult (discouraging it or simply postponing it) the use of the 
health/administrative facilities required to report a claim. The decrease affected all types of illness: 
musculoskeletal diseases (just over 30.000 cases, two thirds of all claims registered in 2020) fell by 
25,8% compared to 2019, nervous system diseases (over 5.000, mainly carpal tunnel syndromes) by 
23,6%, hearing loss (3.000) by 31,6%, respiratory diseases (just under 2.000) by 36,8% and finally 
cancers (almost 1.700) by 36,2%. 

 

More than 80% of the occupational diseases recorded in 2020 pertain to the insurance sector of 
Industry and Services (37 thousand cases), 17% to Agriculture one (7.516) while for the sector “on 
behalf of the State” numbers are still little (470); all the insurance sectors showed a good decrease, 
but Agriculture more than the others (-33% compared to -25% for Industry and Services and -27% for 
the State sector). An analysis by geographical area reveals a drop in reported illnesses in all areas of 
the country: -40,7% in the Northwest, -29,1% in the Northeast, -19,6% in the Centre, -28,9% in the 
South and -23,2% in the Islands. At regional level, the most significant decreases occurred in the 
Province of Trento (down 45,7%), Piedmont (down 45,0%), Calabria (down 40,5%), Sicily (down 
40,4%) and Lombardy (down 40,3%). In terms of gender, there was a decrease of 11,667 claims of 
occupational disease for male workers (-26,2%) and 4.579 for female workers (-27,5%). Such a slump 
involved either the claims of Italian workers (26,5%) or those of EU workers (-27,0%) or non-EU 
workers (-27,1%). Recognition of occupational illnesses, for the most consolidated years, stood at 
around 45% of reported cases. 

Some occupational diseases, especially oncological, have fatal outcomes for the worker or ex-
worker: with reference to the period 2016-2020, regardless of the year in which the illness was 
reported, the number of cases recognized is on average 1,300 per year, with a decreasing trend over 
the five-year period. 
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Source: Inail Open data – update on 30.04.2021 
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BIO RISK MANAGEMENT IN THE WORKPLACE 
DURING THE COVID 19 PANDEMIC 

 

 

The Covid 19 pandemic has brought us to a profound reflection on how to manage the biological 
risk in the workplace. The risk from biological agents in the workplace, except for some work situations, 
in the past has often been an underestimated risk. With the pandemic, on the other hand, it emerged 
that in the event of epidemic or pandemic health emergencies, what could appear to be a generic risk 
or a risk linked to specific work situations, can actually have a strong impact on all living and working 
environments and it is necessary to prepare a careful risk assessment or its revision, with the 
development of specific prevention and protection measures. 

At the beginning of the pandemic, a wide technical and legal debate was generated on the fact 
that the risk from SARS CoV 2 should be considered as a specific risk for some work activities, while 
for others as a risk comparable to that of the population. During 2020 and 2021, numerous legislative 
measures and acts, company protocols, technical-scientific indications followed, which clarified and 
supported the actions to contain and counteract the spread of COVID in the workplace, recalling specific 
corporate roles in the field of prevention in the workplace. 

There is no doubt that for health facilities and other activities for which a structured assessment 
of biological risk was already required pursuant to art. 271 of Legislative Decree 81/08, an update of 
the risk assessment should be carried out with specific procedures for the management of the SARS 
CoV 2 virus, included in June 2020 among group 3 of biological agents. In any case, for all workplaces, 
in authoritative notes both art. 2087 of the Italian Civil Code and the principles of Legislative Decree 
81/08, stating that these principles should be the guide for the drafting and implementation of an 
intervention plan for the implementation of anti-contagion measures. 

One of the first regulation was that of the Ministry of Health concerning measures for operators 
in contact with the public (hand washing, surface hygiene, management of suspicious cases, etc.), 
which refers to the employer's responsibility in disseminating and have basic prevention measures 
implemented. Many other regulations followed giving precise recommendations on the use of 
disposable PPE, dressing and undressing procedures, sanitation of health and non-health workplaces. 

The document published in April by Inail provided valid support for the assessment of risks in the 
workplace and the modulation of the prevention and protection measures to be undertaken, following 
the reopening from the lockdown, inserting everything into the natural infrastructure of the Legislative 
Decree 81/08 and recalling the involvement of company prevention. 

Another document that had particular relevance for the management of COVID containment 
measures and also referred to in various regulatory acts, was the protocol signed in March 2020 by the 
government and social partners, integrated in April 2020 and updated on April 6, 2021, with which 
measures were recalled that have now entered the ordinary management of risk in the last year. Among 
the recommendations we can mention, for example, the importance of information, awareness and 
empowerment of workers and subjects outside the workplace (suppliers, visitors, users), safety 
distancing, use of suitable PPE, making sanitizing solutions available, management of company 
entrances through temperature control, prohibition to enter or stay at work with flu-like symptoms, 
management of common spaces, smartworking where possible, shift plans and staggered access, 
internal management procedures for symptomatic subjects in the company, committees corporate or 
territorial for the application and verification of protocols. 

 INAIL 
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In Appendix 1 of the 2021-23 Pandemic Plan it was clearly reported what the employer must do 

even in emergency situations: assess general risks and specific risks to plan and implement prevention 
and protection actions in the workplace effectively and timely. It is therefore now evident, just over a 
year after the outbreak of this terrible pandemic, that every employer, either through the integration 
of the DVR (Risk Rating Document) or through an addendum or through an internal intervention plan, 
must identify the prevention measures and more appropriate protection in line with the guidelines 
provided at international, national and regional level. In any case, it should be remembered that the 
DVR is not a static tool, on the contrary, it is the tool that dynamically tracks and provides clear and 
traceable addresses of the actions taken in favor of the protection of workers. 
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FIRST FIVE MONTHS OF YEARS 2019-2020-2021: 
TRADITIONAL ACCIDENTS AT WORK AND THOSE 
FOR COVID-19 

 

It is clear how the health emergency strongly influenced the accident trend in 2020, which 
therefore represents an "anomalous" and not very representative year for time comparisons. This year, 
especially with reference to the January-May 2020 period, was affected by the failure to count a 
significant number of "late" claims of Covid-19 contagion (acquired by the Institute only after 31 May 
last year, given the fact that it was not always clear, especially at the beginning of the pandemic and 
before the issuance of the Inail circulars of 3 April 2020 n.13 and 20 May 2020 n.22, to trace the nature 
of the infections from Covid-19 to an accident at work (as the virulent cause is equated to the violent 
cause) and not to occupational disease, invalidating a real comparison of the period, in particular with 
the first months of 2021. 

That said, in the period January-May of this year, compared to the same period of 2020, there 
was an increase in overall accident claims, a substantial parity of fatal ones and a rise in occupational 
diseases. 

The claims of accidents at work received by Inail on 31 May of each year show an increase for 
the first five months of 2021 (over 219 thousand claims) compared to the same period of 2020 (+ 
5,7%, approximately 12 thousand cases more) and a reduction compared to 2019 (-18,6%, over 50 
thousand fewer claims). As mentioned, the variations between the various periods may be affected by 
the presence or absence of accidents from Covid-19. 

The comparison with the first 5 months of 2020 shows for 2021 an increase in both 
accidents at work and while commuting (+5,2% and +10,0% respectively). Net of Covid-19 contagion 
cases, there is an even more pronounced overall increase (+14,4% against + 5,7% gross of infections). 
In particular, claims of accidents occurring at work (mode of occurrence to be considered for the 
purposes of the effects of Covid-19) increase by 15%, tripling the gross increase of Covid-19 cases 
(+5,2%). 

Regarding the sectors of economic activity, between 2021 and 2020, generalized increases were 
recorded in almost all production sectors. The largest increases in accident claims are observed in 
manufacturing, construction, transport and commerce, while other sectors such as healthcare and 
accommodation and catering services have seen them decline. 

The analysis net of the Covid-19 claims, shows that in 2021, compared to 2020, the trend already 
described is maintained, albeit with reduced figures: manufacturing, construction, trade and transport 
on the rise, vice versa, health and housing and catering decreasing. 

With reference to gender, in the first five months of 2021 the claims of accidents of women 
(almost 84 thousand, 38% of all claims, an incidence in reduction compared to that recorded in 2020 
equal to 43%), are down by 6,5% compared to the same period of 2020, while they increase among 
males (+15%). The analysis net of occupational infections shows an increase in claims both among 
men (+18%) and women (+8%). 

Comparing the data as of May 31, 2021 with the first 5 months of 2019, there is a 
decrease in both accidents at work and in commuting accidents (-15,5% and -36,8% respectively). Net 
of occupational infections, the overall decline is amplified and becomes -28,5% (against -18,6% gross 
of infections). In particular, cases at work go from -15,5% gross of infections to -27% considered net, 
as a consequence of the lower exposure to the risk of injury in some production sectors such as, for 
example, catering and tourism which suffered more than other sectors from forced closures for the 
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purpose of containing the pandemic until the beginning of 2021. There are, therefore, widespread 
decreases in all sectors of activity except in health and social assistance, which are increasing 
significantly (claims almost doubled due to the effects of the pandemic still in progress). 

The analysis net of the Covid-19 claims, shows compared to 2019, how all sectors including 
healthcare and accommodation-catering suffer significant drops in 2021. 

Compared to the first five months of 2019, there was a decrease in injuries for both genders in 
2021 (although more marked for men). Net of Covid-19 cases, there is an accident decrease of about 
30% for both genders. 

 

Source: Open Data Inail - Data updated at May 31 of each year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Modalità di accadimento Gennaio-Maggio 

2019

Gennaio-Maggio 

2020

Gennaio-Maggio 

2021

In occasione di lavoro 229.923                 184.755                    194.280               

Senza mezzo di trasporto 223.948                 180.910                    190.111               

Con mezzo di trasporto 5.975                     3.845                        4.169                   

In itinere 39.508                   22.717                      24.982                 

Senza mezzo di trasporto 17.563                   9.321                        11.533                 

Con mezzo di trasporto 21.945                   13.396                      13.449                 

Totale 269.431                 207.472                    219.262               

Denunce d'infortunio per modalità di accadimento

Fonte: elaborazione Open data Inail - dati aggiornati al 31 maggio di ciascun anno
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EVEN FATAL CASES AT WORK AFFECTED BY 
COVID-19 

 

 

The data for the first five months show that 2021 is presenting itself as a particularly critical year 
in terms of “traditional” deaths at work, also in light of the recent multiple accidents in May. 

The claims for accidents at work with a fatal outcome presented to the Institute between January 
and May 2021 were 434, 2 more than in the same period in 2020 (+0,5%) and 43 more than in 2019 
(+11,0%). 

The +0,5% increase between 2021 and 2020 is the synthesis of a 5,9% increase (4 more 
deaths) in commuting accidents and a decrease of -0,5% (-2 deaths) of those in the course of work. 
Net of Covid-19 contagion cases, an overall increase of 12,0% would seem to occur in the first five 
months of 2021 compared to the same period of 2020 (compared to 0,5% gross of infections). If we 
consider only the cases occurred in the course of work, the decrease of 0,5% recorded gross of 
infections, goes to +13,5%. 

The sectors of activity most affected by fatal accidents at work between 2021 and 2020, gross of 
Covid cases, are construction and commerce, while other sectors such as health and transport have 
suffered a decline (due to a 2020 most affected by the pandemic). The analysis net of the Covid-19 
claims, shows in 2021 compared to 2020, construction and commerce on the rise. 

Comparing the 2021 data with the first 5 months of 2019, there is an increase of +11,0%, 
a summary of an increase of 29,7% (+83 deaths) in the course of work and a decrease of 35,7 % of 
accidents while commuting (-40). Net of Covid-19 contagion cases, an overall decline in fatal cases of 
2,0% would seem to occur in the first five months of this year compared to the same period in 2019 
(compared to +11,0% gross of infections). If we consider only the cases in the course of work, the 
increase of +29,7% recorded gross of infections, drops to +11,5%. 

Compared to 2019, in 2021with the increases in trade and construction there is also an increase 
in health care (including that of public administrations) and a decrease in manufacturing and transport, 
a trend confirmed also net of complaints from Covid-19  

Therefore, while deaths while commuting in 2021 drop by 35,7% compared to 2019, as a result 
in particular of the massive use of smart working, and increase by 5,9% in comparison with 2020, cases 
occurred in the course of work increase both gross and net of Covid-19 cases in the comparison 
between 2019 and 2021 (+29,7% and +11,5% respectively), while in that between 2020 and 2021, 
they decrease gross (-0,5%) and increased net (+13,5%). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 BEHIND 
THE HEADLINES 



June - July 2021 – n. 6-7 

 

    
 17 

 

DATI

Source: Open Data Inail - Data updated at May 31 of each year 

 

 

Among the main causes of fatal accidents in the period January-May 2021 there are above all the 
crushing of persons by heavy materials (beams, tools, tractors) and falls (from scaffolding, platforms, 
ladders), while road accidents, which have always first place for deaths at work in our country, they 
seem to be less numerous in this first part of the year. 

At the level of insurance sectors, it is above all in Industry and services (where almost 90% of all 
fatal cases are recorded, therefore decisive in the overall trend) that are observed, in the comparison 
between the first five months of 2021 and 2019 (taken as a reference year before the pandemic), the 
most consistent increases in cases at work (+24,8%), confirmed increases even net of infections 
(+7,6%). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Modalità di accadimento Gennaio-Maggio 

2019

Gennaio-Maggio 

2020

Gennaio-Maggio 

2021

In occasione di lavoro                             279                              364                               362 

Senza mezzo di trasporto                             229                              325                               327 

Con mezzo di trasporto                                50                                39                                 35 

In itinere                             112                                68                                 72 

Senza mezzo di trasporto                                53                                41                                 40 

Con mezzo di trasporto                                59                                27                                 32 

Totale                             391                              432                               434 

Denunce d'infortunio con esito mortale per modalità di accadimento

Fonte: elaborazione Open data Inail - dati aggiornati al 31 maggio di ciascun anno
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OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES RETURN TO INCREASE 
IN 2021 

 

 

The claims for occupational disease received by Inail on 31 May of each year show for the first 
five months of 2021 (almost 24 thousand disease reports), an increase compared to the same period 
of 2020 (+43,4%, approximately 7.200 more diseases reported) and a significant decrease compared 
to 2019 (-12,6%, about 3.500 fewer claims) 

 

Source: Open Data Inail - Data updated at May 31 of each year 

 

 

In 2021, occupational diseases return, therefore, to increase, after a 2020 strongly influenced by 
the pandemic with claims in constant decrease in comparison with the previous year. In fact, if the 
temporary suspension or closure during 2020 of many economic activities had on the one hand reduced 
the exposure to the risk of contracting new occupational diseases, on the other hand the state of 
emergency, the limitations to circulation and the controlled access to structures of various kinds, may 
have made it objectively difficult, by discouraging or simply postponing the use of health/administrative 
facilities preparatory to the presentation of the disease report. 

Pathologies of the osteo-muscular system and connective tissue, of the nervous system and of 
the ear continue to represent the first three occupational diseases claimed, followed by those of the 
respiratory system and tumors. 
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