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Istat has just released the final data on employment and labour market in Italy for the year 2019, 
in which there are very positive numbers regarding the agricultural sector. Whilst the overall number 
of people employed grew for the sixth consecutive year by almost 145.000 units (+0,6% compared to 
2018), there was an increase of 36,411 workers in the agriculture, livestock farming, forestry and 
fishery sector (+4,2%, from 872 thousand to 909 thousand employees, that is 3,9% of total 
employment, equal to approximately 23,4 million people). 

In the agricultural sector, one in four workers is a woman, while one in two has a professional 
position as employee (53% to be exact, while the remaining 47% is self-employed: direct farmer, 
sharecropper, farmer, etc.). Compared to 2018, the number of independent workers increased by 5,9% 
while the employees only by 2,7%, a sign perhaps of a rediscovery of so-called "green economy”, often 
by managing a farm resort or a wine estate and winery. 

The majority of workers in agriculture (almost half of the total, 49,2%) is located in Southern 
Italy (447 thousand units), +3,0% on the previous year, while 324 thousand units (35,7%) are 
employed in the Northern regions (+6,2%) and the remaining 137.000 units (15,1%) work in the 
Central regions (+3,4%). 

In 2019 this economic sector produced 2,1% of the added value generated from the whole 
economy; however, whilst Italian GDP grew by 0,2% compared to 2018, its part coming from the 
agricultural sector fell by 1,6%. In the last six years, only in two of them (2015 and 2018) it happened 
that the added value of this sector had the same sign (positive) of the global trend, while in the other 
four years it has showed a decrease. This is due to the natural volatility of the quantities the sector 
produces (influenced by climatic situation and by weather, as well as by EU agricultural policy 
decisions), but also of the prices, which fluctuate considerably because of many exogenous factors. 
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Some structural data: in 2016, last year available for these informations, there were on average 
1.145.705 farms in activity, compared with 1.471.185 in 2013; a decrease of more than 22% in just 
three years. The prevailing legal form keeps being the one-man business (“sole proprietorships”) but 
their number is in strong decline: they were the 93,7%, from the previous 95,8%. Ordinary 
partnerships, corporations, public bodies and other partnerships different from ordinary partnerships 
have become more frequent and utilised, while cooperative companies has been in slight decrease.. 

 

 

Paolo Perone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



March 2020 – n. 3 

 

    
 5 

 

DATI

GETTING INJURED AT WORK IN AGRICOLTURE 
BETWEEN 2014 AND 2018 

 

The Italian agricultural sector has been able to face the deep economic crisis by renewing and 
enhancing with particular regard to the highest quality productions. According to Eurostat data, Italy 
has consistently occupied a place of considerable importance at European level for the entire course of 
the last decade with the sole exception of the years 2010 and 2011. 

Agriculture, therefore, represents an excellence in the overall Italian production activities and, 
from the work accidents point of view too, it continues to highlight a decreasing trend in the number 
of claims presented to the Inail: in the five-year period 2014-2018 it went from 39.174 to 33.677 cases 
with a decrease of 14,0%. For the fatal claims, the drop was even more significant. The 144 cases in 
2018, if compared with the 181 in 2014, show a decrease of 20,4%. 

The provisional data for 2019, not yet consolidated, show controversial trends if compared to 
2018. While confirming the decreasing trend of the overall number of claims (-1,5%), they show an 
important increase for fatal events (+15,3 %). 

From a geographical point of view, the Northeast regions recorded the highest number of claims 
in the five-year period observed (10.812). Following areas are the South (7.023), the Center (6.304), 
the Northwest (5.693) and the Islands (3.845). 

The three regions with the highest frequency are all in the Northeast. Emilia Romagna, Veneto 
and Lombardy, in fact, represent respectively 13,2%, 8,9% and 8,5% of entire Italy. If we add to these 
also Tuscany (8,4%) and Puglia (7,7%), we note that in just 5 regions it is included almost the 50% of 
the Italian total number of claims. 

For the fatal cases, the most affected region is Puglia with 24 cases (16,7% of the total) due to 
the two multiple accidents of Foggia and Lesina which killed 16 farmers. Emilia Romagna follows with 
20 cases (13,9%) and, if we also consider Tuscany (9,0% of the total), Sicily (8,3%) and Veneto 
(6,9%), this partial result goes beyond the threshold of 50% of the total fatal accidents. On the other 
hand, it is precisely in these regions that agriculture has the greatest development on a national scale. 
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From a gender perspective, men are the most injured. In 2018, 27.422 accidents were reported 
by male workers against 6.255 claimed by women (18,6% of the total). As regards deaths, the 
downward trend continues for males who, with 138 cases, recorded a decrease of 18,8% if compared 
to five years earlier. The trend of fatal cases for women is much more fluctuating also due to the much 
smaller numbers. The 6 cases reported in 2018, equal to 4,2% of the total, report the women share 
below the period average of 5,0%. 

Considering the phenomenon of accident claims relating to 2018 from the point of view of ages, 
it is observed that the age group most at risk for males is between 50 and 54 years with 3.668 claims 
equal to 13,4% of the total. Women, on the other hand, are injured more frequently in the immediately 
following age group: Inail, in fact, has received 1.209 claims from female workers aged between 55 
and 59 years. 

By examining only the accidents defined as positive, it is possible to note that in 2018 the share 
of those occurred in the course of work in the agricultural sector was more significant than in the 
Industry & Services sector: 96% against 83% for the overall number of accidents, while for fatal cases, 
the difference is reduced, resulting in 74% for Agriculture and 70% for Industry. 

Slipping is the main cause 
of injury. In the period 2014-
2018 it represented 31,6% of 
the total with very different 
gender proportions: 43,3% for 
females and 28,7% for males. 
The "Loss of control (total or 
partial) of machine" follows with 
25,4% of the total. This time, 
male farmers hold the largest 
share of gender with 26,9% 
against 19,1% of females.  

 

 

 

 

 

Raffaello Marcelloni 
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DATA ABOUT OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES IN 
AGRICULTURE 

 

Occupational diseases in agriculture, reported to Inail and registered in 2018, were 11.498, an 
increase of 1,9% (+213 claims) compared to 2017. So there has been again a growth of the number 
of claims, after a year of pause (in 2017 the number was 10,2% lower, compared to 2016). 

This growth, more in agriculture than in other sectors, has been impetuous and constant over 
the last 20 years, reaching the record number of claims in the sector. It has been explained many 
times, but it worths to be remembered, that the great leap forward recorded during 2009 (in all sectors 
and especially in agriculture, where claims almost doubled, from about 1.800 in the previous year to 
almost 4.000)1 was caused by a specific information and training campaign, and mostly by the 
introduction of the Dm 09/04/2008 – a “watershed” for this phenomenon – presenting a table with a 
new list of diseases with "legal presumption of origin". The introduction in the table of the names of 
the pathologies, made easier their detection and reporting by physicians and introduced a privileged 
recognition on an evidential level also for musculoskeletal diseases from bio-mechanical overload and 
repeated movements (the most reported nowadays), that were included for the first time in the list. In 
2018, 8.597 claims (3 out of 4) concerned the osteomuscular system and connective tissue, equally 
divided between dorsopathies and tendonitis, followed by 1.595 cases affecting the nervous system 
(mainly carpal tunnel syndromes) and 713 hypoacusis. Osteo-muscular diseases are even more 
frequent in Agriculture than in the other sector (75% of the of the total, while 63% in Industry&Services 
sector and 46% in the “on behalf of the State” sector). To strengthen the concept it must be noted 
that the incidence of the occupational diseases reported in agriculture out of the whole sectors is 19%, 
i.e. 2 claims out of 10 reported to Inail in 2018 came from farmers, three times as many as the work 
accidents (6%). In the agricultural sector one in three claims comes from women (one in four in 
Industry&Services sector and more than half in the “on behalf of the State” sector); 83% of claims 
came from workers aged more than 50, with an average age of 59 years. In general, the average age 

                                                
1 Source: Inail – historical statistics, table n.5 – claimed cases of occupational disease – Agriculture 
https://www.inail.it/cs/internet/attivita/dati-e-statistiche/statistiche-storiche/casi-denunciati.html 
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of the technopathic person (around 57) is significantly higher than that of the injured person (43 years 
old, net of students) due to the latency (often very long) of some diseases. 

Geographically, the distribution of 
occupational diseases reported by farmers is 
not uniform, following the different 
agricultural vocations, due to morphology and 
climate, in our Peninsula. 

According to the data of the 6th General 
Census of Agriculture in 20102, in the 
Mezzogiorno (Southern Italy and Islands) 
there is 47,4% of the national UAA (utilised 
agricultural area), well above than in Northern 
Italy (35,5%) and in Central Italy (17,1%). On 
a similar pattern, the highest number of 
occupational disease claims to Inail during 
2018 has been reported in the Mezzogiorno 
(42,1%), followed by the North and the Centre (31,8% and 26,2% respectively). 

The claim must be followed by the check by Inail of the requirements for insurance protection 
and, if so, by the assessment of the consequences and after-effects that can be compensated. In the 
period 2014-2018, about 6.000 cases per year has been accepted, 3/4 of which with a compensation, 
mostly (98%) due to permanent disabilities; here we can find a strong difference between occupational 
diseases and work accidents, where about 86% of compensations are due to temporary disabilities with 
full recovery: a technopathy, albeit rarer, is on average more insidious and dangerous for the human 
body. 

 

 

Andrea Bucciarelli 

 

 
                                                
2 In October 2020 will be held the last General Census of Agriculture and all the farms and agroindustrial 
businesses in Italy are called to participate in it. Thereafter, the Census will become permanent (held on an 

annual basis): it will integrate the administrative data already available with specific surveys involving only the 

farms selected to join a representative sample, reducing costs and statistical burden on respondents and, at the 
same time, increasing the quality and consistency of the data produced. 
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AGRICULTURAL ISI CALLS – INNOVATIVE 
SOLUTIONS TO REDUCE THE POLLUTANT 
EMISSIONS 

 

In 2018, the agricultural sector reported 5,2% of the total accidents reported in Italy to the 
Institute, but the percentage doubles if we consider fatal accidents (11,5%). Precisely INAIL promotes 
a whole series of initiatives to reduce this risk because it is a sector with a high exposure to accident 
with particular regard in terms of fatal accidents. Since 2011, Inail has provided companies with an 
incentive to carry out projects to improve health and safety at work through the so called “ISI Calls”. 
In particular, in 2017 the Institute dedicated a call specifically to the agricultural sector, the “ISI 
Agriculture 2016 Call”, and then, within the subsequent ISI Calls, other headings of funding in order to 
encourage small and micro enterprises to operate in the primary agricultural production of products 
and to purchase new machinery and work equipment in a context of innovative solutions to significantly 
reduce polluting emissions, improve overall performance and sustainability and, simultaneously, 
achieve a reduction in the noise level or in the accident risk or that one arising during the course of 
manual operations. 

From the “ISI agriculture 2016 Call”, and also from the latest ISI 2019 Call that will be run this 
year, Inail has made available 155 million euros to agricultural enterprises. Over 17.000 farms 
participated in the 2016-2018 ISI calls and around 3.300 projects were eligible for funding for an 
amount requested of 112,5 million euros for a total budget of 115 million euros. 74,3% of these projects 
passed the technical administrative check (2.441) for a financeable amount of 83,7 million euro. 90% 
of these projects were submitted by micro enterprises. 72% of the projects that passed the 
administrative technical verification, were submitted for the 25% by companies from the North-east, 
the 23% from the North-west and the remaining 24% from the South. In particular, 73,3% of these 
projects were submitted by companies with PAT (insured unit on territory) in eight Italian regions: 
Piedmont, Sicily, Veneto, Emilia Romagna, Campania, Tuscany, Calabria and Lombardy. To date, 
around 1.500 projects have been cleared by the Institute for an amount of € 47,2 million. 70,4% of the 
projects cleared concern mainly the adoption of innovative solutions to reduce polluting emissions (872 
projects); “Purchase of agricultural or forestry tractor and/or agricultural or forestry machinery fueled 
by diesel fuel having, for at least two parameters, values of pollutant emissions lower by more than 
35% of the limit values provided by current legislation ". It should be noted that in the calls prior to 
the “ISI agriculture 2016 Call”, therefore without a dedicated budget, companies in the agricultural 
sector requested projects mainly to reduce the risk deriving from vibrations and manual handling of 
loads, the noise risk and for the remediation of asbestos. 

 

 PROFESSIONAL 
NOTES 



March 2020 – n. 3 

 

    
 10 

 

DATI

 

 

Silvia Mochi 

 

 

 



March 2020 – n. 3 

 

    
 11 

 

DATI

CLIMATE CHANGE AND INFECTIOUS AGENTS: A 
RISK FOR OUTDOOR WORKERS 

 

Climate and environmental changes (temperature rise, extreme weather events, hydrogeological 
instabilities), associated with the intensification of anthropic activities, such as deforestation and 
intensive agricultural practices, produce increasingly negative consequences on the population and, in 
particular, on those who carry out activities working outdoors. These phenomena determine, directly 
or indirectly, effects on the health and safety of outdoor workers, with particular reference to workers 
in the agricultural sector, who are more exposed to some risk agents (heat, UV radiation, etc.) and 
present a greater risk of injury. Furthermore, the global increase in temperatures, changes in land use, 
the increase in the circulation of humans, animals and goods are factors that create favourable 
conditions for the introduction and circulation of new vectors and infectious agents, increasing the risks 
of possible epidemic outbreaks even in areas previously free from disease. 

For example, the West Nile virus, mainly transmitted by mosquitoes of the genus Culex, had a 
limited spread to some areas of the world but, in recent decades, its circulation has expanded to 
different regions of the northern hemisphere, including Italy in which it is now endemic. In recent years, 
the two large Chikungunya outbreaks in Italy (2007 and 2017) have been associated with the presence 
and spread in Europe of one of the main vectors, Aedes albopictus, the tiger mosquito. 

The introduction of infectious agents and arthropods vectors capable of transmitting pathologies 
that in the past were limited to geographical areas far from Italy, requires an intense and constant 
epidemiological and entomological surveillance by the competent authorities, with particular attention 
to operators in the agricultural sector, forestry and veterinarian, who can be more involved. 

Among the prevention and protection measures we must mention those of a hygienic type 
(personal, environmental, pets), use of repellents in areas at risk, covering and light clothing that attract 
less and facilitate the identification of any carriers. Recommended are also the use of PPE (Personal 
Protection Equipment such as suits, gloves, boots), training and information activities on the circulation 
of new pathogens to induce awareness among employees regarding the sources of risk, emerging or 
more dangerous situations, the organizational and behavioral measures to be respected and any health 
effects. 

 

 

Liliana Fusteri 
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