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The international economic scenario was already decelerating before the pandemic. An accurate 
summary of the Italian economic and social picture during and just before the pandemic is described 
in the Istat Annual Report, presented last July 3. 

In 2019 world trade slumped compared to 2018, mainly due to Brexit and geopolitical tensions. 
China's GDP continued its rapid growth (+6,1% in 2019), before showing an contraction of 9,8% at 
the beginning of 2020. In the Eurozone, growth in 2019 has been slight, further weakened at the end 
of the year, when declining net exports led to an increase in GDP of 1% respect to previous year. 

Italy, after a gradual recovery in the period 2015-2017, decelerated until to a stagnant GDP which 
in 2019 recorded +0,3% compared to the previous year and +0,1% compared to 2011. In the fourth 
quarter of 2019 Italian GDP recorded -0,2%, marking the beginning of a recession ahead of other 
European countries. 

From the point of view of employment, since 2014 the number of workers has grown until the 
first half of 2019, then begun to decrease due to the general economic stagnation. There has been a 
moderate decline in the second half of 2019, then hardly any variation during the first two months of 
2020 (-0,1% in January, +0,1% in February), then the number decreased (-0,5%) in March and 
plunged (-1,2%) in April. This strong reduction in April had never been recorded in the last 15 years 
and involved all professional positions, while in March it affected initially only the temporary employees, 
and later the independent ones. 

From the point of view of economic 
activity, the first quarter of 2020 compared 
to the first quarter of 2019 saw a reduction 
of GDP in construction sector and in services 
sector. However, we still have to wait until 
the coming months in order to get data on 
the effects of the pandemic. 

 

 

 

 

Liana Veronico 

 

ECONOMIC AND EMPLOYMENT SCENARIO 
AT THE BEGINNING OF THE PANDEMIC 

INCREASE OF EMPLOYEES BY ACTIVITY SECTOR - ATECO 2007

YEARS 2014-2020 - SEASONALLY ADJUSTED QUARTERLY DATA

Source: Inail processing on data extracted from I.STAT on 9th July 2020
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ACCIDENTS AT WORK IN 2019 
 

At the date of 30 April 2020, Inail had received 644.803 claims for accidents occurred in year 
2019, with a decrease of 0,1% if compared to 2018 (592 fewer cases). The medium-term analysis 
shows that in the five-year period 2015-2019, overall accident claims increased by 1,3%. In particular 
in the Industry and Service sector by 2,1% and by 2,6% in the “On behalf of the State” sector. The 
only sector that goes against the trend is Agriculture with a decrease of 13,1%. In the same period, 
claims for fatal accidents decreased overall by 11,6%. In this case, the decrease was found in all 
sectors: 126 fewer cases in Industry, 6 in 
Agriculture and 20 in the State sector. In 
2019, the largest share of claims, 
503.790 cases, (78,1% of the total) is 
observed in the Industry and Service 
sector, presenting a decrease of 0,3% 
compared to 2018. Following the sector 
“On behalf of the State” with 107.976 
cases (16,8% of the total), 1,3% more 
than last year. Lastly, Agriculture sector 
(33.037 cases, equal to 5,1% of the total) 
recorded a decrease of 2,0% if compared 
to 2018. There are 539.217 claims 
concerning accidents occurred in the 
course of work (83,6 % of the total) with 
a decrease of 0,5% compared to 2018 
and 105.586 commuting accidents, which 
registered a + 2,0% compared to the 
previous year, representing 16,4% of the 
total. The 31,7% of accidents occurred in 
the North-East of the country, followed 
by the North-West (with 29,5%), Centre 
(19,3%), South (13,1%) and Islands 
(6,4%). The greatest increase in 
accidents compared to last year occurred 
in the Centre (+0,9%), then in the 
Islands (+0,2%), while in the other 
geographical areas there were decreases 
between -1,0% and -0,1%. The most 
affected regions were Lombardy (18,6% 
of cases), Emilia Romagna (13,2%) and 
Veneto (12,0%). The 23,4% of the claims 
concerned workers aged between 50 and 
59 (with an increase of 1,2% compared 
to 2018), 23,1% the 40-49 age group (-
3,1%), followed by the 30-39 year old 
class (-2,3%). From a gender 
perspective, more than one in three accidents involved the female component of workers (231.086 
cases with an increase of 0,2% compared to 2018); 413.717 cases for men (-0,3% compared to 2018). 
The 16,9% of the claims concerned foreign workers; in particular, 13,0% from non-EU countries, 
+4,6% compared to 2018 and 3,9% from EU countries (-1,5%). A little more than 536 thousand cases 

 BEHIND 
THE HEADLINES 

CLAIMS FOR ACCIDENTS AT WORK AND POSITIVELY RECOGNIZED ACCIDENTS

(ALL SECTORS) - YEARS 2015-2019

Overall

Fatal cases
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claimed by Italian workers (83,1% of the total, with a decrease of 0,7%). There were 1.156 claims of 
accidents with a fatal outcome, with a decrease of 8,5% compared to 2018 (-108 cases). 

The decrease in 2019, 
with respect to 2018, for fatal 
cases is also evident 
considering the cases positively 
recognized by the Institute, 
which present a -17,3%, from 
759 to 628 deaths and a 
decrease of 19,6% compared 
to 2015 (153 cases in less). 
The largest share (84,4% of 
the total, equal to 530 cases) is 
recorded in the Industry and 
Service sector (-19,6% 
compared to 2018), therefore 

the Agriculture sector with 91 cases (-1,1%), at last, the sector on behalf of the State (1 case less, 
going from 8 deaths in 2018 to 7 in 2019. There are 457 confirmed cases occurred in the course of 
work (almost three injuries out of four) with a decrease of 14,7% compared to 2018; commuitng 
accidents (171 cases) fell by 23,3% compared to 2018. The 27,1% of cases occurred in the North-West 
(170), while 26,1% in the North-East (164), 18,8% in the Centre (118), 18,0% in the South (113), and 
10,0% in the Islands (63). The most significant decrease compared to 2018 was reported in the South 
with -32,3% (from 167 to 113 cases), then in the North-West (-19,4%), North-East (-12,8%) and in 
the Centre (-11,9 %). In the Islands there was the only increase compared to 2018, +6,8%. The most 
affected regions were Lombardy with 179 cases, Emilia Romagna (112 cases) and Lazio (105). From a 
gender perspective, there is a prevalence of cases involving the male component of workers (572 cases 
with a decrease of 17,7% compared to 2018), while for women there were 56 fatal accidents (8 less 
than in 2018). 

 

 

 

Giuseppe Bucci 

 

Overall Fatal cases

POSITIVELY RECOGNIZED ACCIDENTS BY GEOGRAPHICAL AREAS

YEAR 2019

CLAIMS FOR ACCIDENTS AT WORK BY SECTOR AND YEARS 2015-2109

Sector 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2019/2018 2019/2015

Industry and Services 493.381 500.381 506.341 505.121 503.790 -0,3% 2,1%

Agricolture 38.021 36.218 34.425 33.696 33.037 -2,0% -13,1%

On behalf of the State 105.270 104.555 106.204 106.578 107.976 1,3% 2,6%

Total 636.672 641.154 646.970 645.395 644.803 -0,1% 1,3%

of which commuting accidents 95.509 98.526 102.744 103.519 105.586 2,0% 10,6%

Gestione 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2019/2018 2019/2015

Industry and Services 1.100 973 966 1.095 974 -11,1% -11,5%

Agricolture 168 148 161 149 162 8,7% -3,6%

On behalf of the State 40 50 34 20 20 0,0% -50,0%

Total 1.308 1.171 1.161 1.264 1.156 -8,5% -11,6%
of which commuting accidents 326 297 313 363 318 -12,4% -2,5%

Source: Open Data Inail - updated on 30.04.2020

Claims for accidents

Claims for fatal cases
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COMMUTING ACCIDENTS AND THE “ROAD 
TRAFFIC” RISK IN 2019 

 

In 2019, there were almost 106.000 claims for commuting accidents (along the way home-work-
home), raising up by 2,0% compared to 2018. The increase of the commuting accident claims was 
significant and continuous over the five-year period observed (as opposed to claims for accidents at 
work, which have already decreased since 2018), bringing the incidence on the total to 16,4% (it was 
15,0% in 2015). Similarly for fatal cases: in 2019 the 318 claims for commuting accidents represented 
27,5% of total deaths (it was 24,9% in 2015), over 1 out of 4. It is one of the few cases in which 
female claims exceed in absolute value those of men: 54 thousand commuting claims by female workers 
in 2019 against 51 thousand by men (but not so for fatal cases, 44 against 274); one out of four female 
claims is due to commutings, a ratio that rises to 1 in 2 for fatal cases (much lower than the similar 
commuting ratios of male colleagues, which are affected by the greater presence in hazardous 
professional activities and at high risk of accident "at work"). 

About 3 out of 4 commuting claims, over 73 thousand, saw an involved vehicle. The road traffic 
risk draws attention to another category of accidents, those occurred in the course of work with the 
means of transport involved (truck drivers, taxi drivers, etc.), for which almost 19 thousand claims were 
presented in 2019. These two types of accidents involving a vehicle, commuting and in the course of 
work together, quantify about 92 thousand claims of "road" accidents, equal to about 14% of the total 
claims and down by -2,9% compared to 2018. Fatal "road accident" claims amounted to 470 in 2019 
(254 while commuting and 216 during work), equal to 41% of the total (percentage that rises further 
for positively recognized cases). Road work accidents, in terms of consequences, have a higher average 
severity than non-road accidents, both for the average degree of permanent impairment suffered and 
for the number of days of temporary disability recognized. Of course, the road traffic risk also reflects 
elements external to traditional prevention in the workplace, such as the state of the infrastructure, the 
use or not of public transport, the weather, the seasonality of traffic, the effects of traffic regulations 
and on safety devices, the age of the vehicle fleet, etc. but Inail's commitment on the subject continues, 
for example through the provision in the "OT23" form (used for the purpose of reducing the premium) 
of some sections dedicated to road prevention and the signing of protocols with other administrations, 
with the aim to develop joint initiatives in the field of road accident prevention, for the improvement of 
safety levels and the reduction of accidents. In conclusion, by aggregating all the commuting accidents 
(most with the vehicle involved) and the accidents during work with means of transport, it can be said 

 PROFESSIONAL 
NOTES 

ACCIDENTS AT WORK CLAIMS BY EVENT MODE - YEARS 2015-2019

Event mode

Total
of which 

fatal
Total

of which 

fatal
Total

of which 

fatal
Total

of which 

fatal
Total

of which 

fatal

In the course of work 541.163 982 542.628 874 544.226 848 541.876 901 539.217 838

of which with vehicle involved 20.990 242 20.827 223 21.081 240 20.568 263 18.773 216
While commuting 95.509 326 98.526 297 102.744 313 103.519 363 105.586 318

of which with vehicle involved 70.428 293 72.416 257 72.593 263 73.987 325 73.059 254

Total claims 636.672 1.308 641.154 1.171 646.970 1.161 645.395 1.264 644.803 1.156

% commuting 15,0% 24,9% 15,4% 25,4% 15,9% 27,0% 16,0% 28,7% 16,4% 27,5%

% with vehicle involved (road accidents) 14,4% 40,9% 14,5% 41,0% 14,5% 43,3% 14,7% 46,5% 14,2% 40,7%

% out of company* 18,3% 43,4% 18,6% 44,4% 19,1% 47,6% 19,2% 49,5% 19,3% 46,2%

Fonte: Open Data Inail - updated on 30.04.2020

* "out of company": sum of the commuting accidents (with or without vehicles involved) and of the "in the course of work" accidents with vehicle involved

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
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that they occurred "outside the company" (and substantially due to the risk of road traffic) over 124 
thousand injuries reported in 2019, of which more than 500 with fatal outcome: 2 injuries out of 10 for 
all claims and practically half for deaths. 

Photographed in this way the phenomenon in 2019 and its increase in recent years, it is also 
appropriate to provide an insight, even if on provisional data, of the trend in the first part of 2020 and 
in the light of the pandemic for Covid-19. A “tsunami” that has also had a strong impact on the number 
of accidents at work both for commuting and for the road risk in general, reducing the number due to 
the effects of lockdown and smartworking in particular. Pending the consolidation of the data and the 
analysis at the end of the year, it will be enough here to point out that the overall commuting accidents 
fell in the first half of 2020 by more than 43% compared to the first half of 2019, obviously with peaks 
in the most critical months: in March -66% compared to the same month of 2019, in April -77% and in 
May -61%. 

 

 

Andrea Bucciarelli 

 

Total Fatal cases

WORK ACCIDENTS CLAIMS BY GENDER AND EVENT MODE

YEAR 2019
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AN OCCUPATIONAL DISEASE ANALYSIS OF YEAR 
2019 

 

 

The growing trend of claims for occupational diseases continues in 2019: as of the date of 30 
April 2020, 61.201 cases were registered with Inail, an increase of 2,9% compared to 59.458 in the 
previous year (1.743 more cases); 43.732 workers involved (+655 on 2018). 

About 81% of the diseases reported in 2019 involved workers in the Industry and Services sector, 
with a growth of 4,2% (from 47.286 to 49.277 cases) on the previous year; followed by Agriculture 
(18,4% of the total claims) and the “On behalf of the State” sector (1,0%) which had a decrease in the 
number of diseases respectively of 1,9% (from 11.502 to 11.283) and of 4,3 % (from 670 to 641) on 
2018. 

From a gender perspective, again in 2019, there were 1.098 more claims for men (from 43.466 
to 44.564; + 2,5%) and 645 more for women workers (from 15.992 to 16.637; +4,0%) compared to 
the previous year. 

The overall increase in the number of pathologies over 2018 affected both Italian workers, from 
55.544 to 56.889 (+2,4%), and those born abroad from 3.914 to 4.312 (+10,2%); in particular, there 
was an increase of 16,6% for EU citizens (from 1.244 to 1.450 claims), a percentage that even reached 
+20,8% for women and +7,2% for non-EU citizens (from 2.670 to 2.862; +9,4% for the male gender). 

The territorial analysis (grouped by the local Inail office) shows that over one third of occupational 
diseases occurred in the center of the country (20.616) with an increase of 2,5% compared to 2018; 

 PROFESSIONAL 
NOTES 

Table M1.1 - Occupational disease claims by sector, gender, and year

Sector Gender

Male 33.927   74,06% 34.912   74,41% 34.271   74,51% 35.442   74,95% 36.800   74,68%

2,90% -1,84% 3,42% 3,83%

Female 11.886   25,94% 12.006   25,59% 11.727   25,49% 11.844   25,05% 12.477   25,32%

1,01% -2,32% 1,00% 5,34%

Total 45.813   100,00% 46.918   100,00% 45.998   100,00% 47.286   100,00% 49.277   100,00%

2,41% -1,96% 2,80% 4,21%

Male 7.804     63,62% 8.371     66,62% 7.562     67,02% 7.747     67,35% 7.487     66,36%

7,27% -9,66% 2,45% -3,36%

Female 4.462     36,38% 4.195     33,38% 3.722     32,98% 3.755     32,65% 3.796     33,64%

-5,98% -11,28% 0,89% 1,09%

Total 12.266   100,00% 12.566   100,00% 11.284   100,00% 11.502   100,00% 11.283   100,00%

2,45% -10,20% 1,93% -1,90%

Male 359        44,27% 300        40,87% 319        44,62% 277        41,34% 277        43,21%

-16,43% 6,33% -13,17% 0,00%

Female 452        55,73% 434        59,13% 396        55,38% 393        58,66% 364        56,79%

-3,98% -8,76% -0,76% -7,38%

Total 811        100,00% 734        100,00% 715        100,00% 670        100,00% 641        100,00%

-9,49% -2,59% -6,29% -4,33%

58.890   60.218   57.997   59.458   61.201   

2,26% -3,69% 2,52% 2,93%

Source: Open Data Inail - updated on 30.04.2020

Industry and 

services

Agricolture

On behalf

of the State

Total

Year

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
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about a quarter (14.728) in the South (+3,0%) and a fifth in the North-East (12.181; +2,1%). Followed 
by the North-West with just over 7.000 claims (-1,3%) and the Islands with 6.612 cases (+11,0%). 
Among the regions of the Centre, those with the highest number of technopathies are Tuscany (8.302) 
and Marche (6.060) with an increase of 3,9% and 0,8% respectively; for the South we find Abruzzo 
with 4.342 cases (-2,0%) and Puglia (3.675; +9,0%) while in the North-East, Emilia Romagna (6.577; 
+3,0%) and Veneto (3.282; +2,5%). 

The ranking of the first pathologies reported in 2019, sees in first place those osteo-muscular 
(dorsopathies and soft tissue disorders above all) with 40.703 cases (+4,4% on 2018), followed by 
nerve disorders (carpal tunnel syndrome in particular) with 7.013 technopathies (-0,7%) and those of 
the ear (4.541 cases; -8,1%), affecting a total of 85,4% (52.257) of the total diseases. This result, if 
analyzed by gender, highlights a difference between men and women: the diseases mentioned 
represent, in fact, 91,5% of female claims (15.215 out of 16.637) and 83,1% of male ones (37.042 of 
44.564). To the diseases mentioned, are added those of the respiratory system (2.983) which recorded, 
compared to 2018, a significant increase of 5,9% and tumors (2.628 cases; down by 1,8%). 

The medium-term analysis shows that in the five-year period 2015-2019 the claims for 
occupational diseases increased by 3,9%, going from 58.890 in 2015 to 61.201 in 2019, a summary of 
an increase in the Industry and services sector (+7,6%; 3.464 more cases) and decreases both in 
sector “On behalf of the State” (-21,0% from 811 in 2015 to 641 in 2019) and in Agriculture (-8,0%, 
12.266 claims in 2015 and 11.283 in 2019). In terms of gender, compared to 2015, there was a 
consistent growth in the number of technopathies for the male component equal to 5,9% compared to 
a drop of 1,0% for women. 

Of the 61.201 total claims for diseases in 2019, 22.502 cases (about 37% of the claims), 17.622 
workers (40,3%) were positively recognized as of 30 April 2020: the percentage of recognition of 
technopathies was more high for men (38%) than for women (33%). 

 

 

 

OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES CLAIMS BY GENDER AND ICD-10 CLASSIFICATION

YEAR 2019
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Gina Romualdi 

 

 

Table M1.1 - Occupational disease claims by sector, gender and administrative definition. Year 2019

Sector Gender

Male Workers 10.669     40,10% 15.121     56,83% 817          3,07% 26.607     100,00%

Cases 13.520     36,74% 22.223     60,39% 1.057       2,87% 36.800     100,00%

Female Workers 3.029       34,97% 5.418       62,55% 215          2,48% 8.662       100,00%

Cases 3.914       31,37% 8.291       66,45% 272          2,18% 12.477     100,00%

Total Workers 13.698     38,84% 20.539     58,24% 1.032       2,93% 35.269     100,00%

Cases 17.434     35,38% 30.514     61,92% 1.329       2,70% 49.277     100,00%

Male Workers 2.681       50,09% 2.547       47,59% 124          2,32% 5.352       100,00%

Cases 3.450       46,08% 3.835       51,22% 202          2,70% 7.487       100,00%

Female Workers 1.179       44,95% 1.359       51,81% 85            3,24% 2.623       100,00%

Cases 1.552       40,89% 2.120       55,85% 124          3,27% 3.796       100,00%

Total Workers 3.860       48,40% 3.906       48,98% 209          2,62% 7.975       100,00%

Cases 5.002       44,33% 5.955       52,78% 326          2,89% 11.283     100,00%

Male Workers 32            15,09% 169          79,72% 11            5,19% 212          100,00%

Cases 34            12,27% 228          82,31% 15            5,42% 277          100,00%

Female Workers 32            11,59% 233          84,42% 11            3,99% 276          100,00%

Cases 32            8,79% 319          87,64% 13            3,57% 364          100,00%

Total Workers 64            13,11% 402          82,38% 22            4,51% 488          100,00%

Cases 66            10,30% 547          85,34% 28            4,37% 641          100,00%

Workers 17.622     40,30% 24.847     56,82% 1.263       2,89% 43.732     100,00%

Cases 22.502     36,77% 37.016     60,48% 1.683       2,75% 61.201     100,00%

Source: Open Data Inail - updated on 30.04.2020

Agricolture

On behalf

of the State

Total

Administrative definition

Positive Negative Under investigation Total

Industry and 

services

OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES CLAIMS BY GENDER. YEARS 2015-2019

ALL SECTORS
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THE AGING OF INAIL TECHNOPATHS IN THE 
DECADE 2010-2019 

 

Occupational diseases reported to Inail have reached particularly high levels. In 2019 there were 
61.201 claims, 2,9% more than in 2018; the increase was 42% if we consider the last decade (there 
were in fact 43 thousand claims in 2010). Awareness campaigns on insurance protection and regulatory 
changes that have expanded the list of occupational diseases recognized as work-related, have 
contributed to the continuous and steady growth, thus favoring their emergence. 

The majority of occupational illnesses comes from the Industry and Services sector (81%), which 
ensures a very large number of workers and which in the period 2010-2019 recorded an increase of 
36% of cases. Much more relevant is the growth for the Agriculture sector, which collects 18% of the 
total claims of occupational diseases and which between 2010 and 2019 has shown an increase from 
just under 6.400 cases to about 11.300 (+77%). This can be explained with the emergence of diseases 
of musculoskeletal system, to which farmers are particularly exposed, and also as a result of many 
national prevention plans, specific for the agricultural world. 1% of reported occupational diseases 
concern employees of the “on behalf of the State” sector, for which cases have increased by more than 
40% from 2010 to 2019. 

The analysis of occupational diseases in the decade allows to observe some changes from a 
demographic point of view. Occupational diseases have always been relevant for male employees: more 
than 7 claims out of 10 come from males, compared to a share of male workers less than 60% (Istat 

 INAIL 
WORLD 

CLAIMS OF OCCUPATIONAL DISEASE BY YEAR AND INSURANCE SECTOR. REGISTER YEARS 2010-2019

Insurance sector 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Industry&Services 36.228    38.742    38.081    41.686    45.474    45.813    46.918    45.998    47.286    49.277    

Agricolture 6.392      8.034      7.720      9.489      11.129    12.266    12.566    11.284    11.502    11.283    

On behalf of the State 456         523         474         643         760         811         734         715         670         641         

Total 43.076    47.299    46.275    51.818    57.363    58.890    60.218    57.997    59.458    61.201    

Source: INAIL Statistical Database - data extracted on 30.04.2020

CLAIMS OF OCCUPATIONAL DISEASE BY YEAR AND GENDER. REGISTER YEARS 2010-2019
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data); this gap is partly explained by the fact that men, by virtue of greater physical performance, 
perform heavier tasks; in addition, they are often engaged in riskier activities that require contact with 
substances that sometimes can be harmful to the workers’ health.  

79% of occupational diseases are reported by people aged over 50: in 2019 the 50-64 age group 
concentrates 62,5% of cases and the over64 group another 16,5%. If we consider gender too, it can 
be observed that women tend to be younger, in fact only one in ten women who claimed an 
occupational disease was aged more than 64, whilst for men the ratio was one in five. The average 
age at claim time shows a difference by gender that in 2019 was 3 years: 54 years for women and 57 
for men. 

Over the decade, the average age at claim time has progressively increased: from 53 years in 
2010 it has risen to 57 in 2019 and the proportion of over-50s from 65,8% in 2010 has reached 79,0% 
in 2019. The ageing of technopaths is influenced by the simultaneous aging of the Italian population 
and by the prolonged working lifespan due to the various reforms of pension system, causing a longer 
exposure to the risk of getting an occupational disease. 

Analysing the Inail insurance sectors, the average age at claim is higher for civil servants (59 
years old, compared to 57 years old for workers in Industry&Services sector and 56 years old for those 
in Agriculture sector). Since 2010, the increase in the average age has been equal to 4 years for civil 
servants insured on behalf of the State and for employees in Industry&Services sector, and to one year 
for agricultural workers. 

 

 

Adelina Brusco 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 2019

CLAIMS OF OCCUPATIONAL DISEASE BY YEAR AND AGE CLASS

REGISTER YEARS 2010 AND 2019
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THE POINT ON DAMAGING EVENTS IN THE 
SHIPPING AND FISHING SECTORS 

 

Claims of accidents at work decreased by 4,9%; this is what emerges from reading the data of 
shipping and fishery sectors at April 30, 2020, with reference to the damaging events occurred in 2019 
compared with those of 2018. Claims have been 910 and are mostly concentrated in passenger 
transport1, freight transport and fishing (coastal, Mediterranean and oceanic) ship categories. As far as 
fishing is concerned, almost 90% of cases are concentrated in coastal fishing. Claims of accidents in 
itinere during 2019 were just 5,1% of the total. 

There have been few accidents reported by female workers, amounting to 5,3% in 2019, as 
women are still scarcely present in these sectors. 

Almost 84% of claims for the year 2019 were filed by workers born in Italy. Among the foreign 
countries of birth, the most frequent were Romania, Tunisia and Germany. 

With reference to ten-year age classes, the highest number of claims was recorded in 50-59 class 
(28,2% of cases in 2019), while the average age of injured persons in 2019 was 43,4 years.  

Only one fatal accident was recorded in 2019, compared to four cases in 2018. This accident 
occurred during work in the passenger transport category. 

 

 

                                                
1 In the category of “passenger transport” have also been included the accidents occurred to the dealers on board. These 

are travelling personnel who perform ancillary services on board ships, such as commercial or recreational activities on 
board of cruise ships. 

 PROFESSIONAL 
NOTES 

Ship category 2018 2019

Passenger transport 395 416

Freight transport 115 130

Fishing 153 114

Tugs 58 52

Auxiliary ships 44 35

Leisure 44 44

Local traffic 19 14

Other 5 0

Not available 124 105

Total 957 910

of which, commuting accidents 49 46

Source: INAIL Statistical Database - data extracted on 30.04.2020

CLAIMS OF ACCIDENTS AT WORK BY SHIP CATEGORY 

OCCURRED IN YEARS 2018-2019
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Data for the period 2015-2019 show a gradual increase in the number of accident claims up to 
2018 and a decrease in 2019, as well as a decrease of the ratio of positively confirmed cases, with or 
without compensation, on the total number of claims, from almost 95% in 2015 to about 74% in 2018 
(2019 has yet to stabilize with the definition of a quota of files in progress). The mandatory reporting 
of accidents with at least one day of absence from work, which began at the end of 2017, has 
contributed to increase the gap between claims and positive assessments. 

During the same period, there has been 25 fatal accidents at work, more than half of which 
occurred in the fishing category. 

With reference to the total number of positively confirmed accidents at work, the injury in more 
than half of cases occurred to the lower limbs (thigh, knee, leg, ankle) and to hands and fingers, 
respectively with 26,2% and 24,1% of cases. With regard to the type of injury, were claimed mostly 
contusions (38,4% of injuries), fractures (21,4%), dislocations, sprains and distractions (18,4%) and 
wounds (14,3%). Contusions, dislocations, sprains and distractions are observed most frequently in the 
lower limbs, whilst fractures and wounds are mostly located at hands and fingers. 

As of April 30, 2020, there are 735 reports of occupational disease with register year 2019. These 
diseases were contracted and reported by 470 people (99,6% males). 

Of these 735 claims, 337 (45,9%) were positively confirmed. There have been 204 people with 
at least one claim of occupational disease during last year. 

CLAIMS OF ACCIDENTS AT WORK BY GENDER AND YEAR CLAIMS OF ACCIDENTS AT WORK BY AGE CLASS AND YEAR

POSITIVELY CONFIRMED FATAL ACCIDENTS AT WORK BY SHIP CATEGORY

YEARS 2015-2019
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More than 56% of those 337 cases were pertaining to the musculoskeletal system and connective 

tissue. 

With reference to all the positively confirmed claims of occupational disease in 2019, about 72% 
were submitted at an age of the worker between 50 and 69 years, while for the respiratory system 
diseases and for neoplasm, the claims are reported mostly over 69 years of age, so after the withdrawal 
from work. 

 

 

Roberta Bencini 

 

 

ICD-10 Chapter 2018 2019
variaz 

2019/2018

% su tot 

2019

Diseases of muskuloskeletal system and connective tissue 

(M00-M99)
305 189 -38,0% 56,1%

Diseases of nervous system (G00-G99) 84 55 -34,5% 16,3%

Diseases of the ear and mastoid process (H60-H95) 49 48 -2,0% 14,3%

Diseases of the respiratory system (J00-J99) 21 21 0,0% 6,2%

Neoplasm (C00-D48) 18 24 33,3% 7,1%

Diseases of the skin and subcutaneous tissue (L00-L99) 3 0 -100,0% 0,0%

Total 480 337 -29,8% 100,0%

POSITIVELY CONFIRMED OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES BY ICD-10 CHAPTER (*)                         

REGISTER YEARS 2018-2019

(*) ICD-10 Chapter at official recognition of occupational disease

Source: INAIL Statistical Database - data extracted on 30.04.2020


