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About 45 thousand accidents at work were reported to Inail in the last month of December alone; 
49 with fatal consequences, four of which between Christmas and New Year’s Eve. 

This is the year-end photograph, taken on December 31, 2019, that the Institute has recently 
published on the institutional webpage to make them available for those subjects who are interested 
in the phenomenon of work accident occupational disease, including press and media. 

That of December represents, in fact, the last of the twelve monthly data collection of cases 
reported to the Institute. It is, in fact, a year-end summary that compares both the claims of the period 
January-December 2019 (with update on 31.12.2019) with those of the same period of 2018 (updated 
on 31.12.2018) and those of the single month (December 2019 vs December 2018). 

The monthly reports – including total data, fatal cases and occupational disease – are available 
both at national and provincial level in the Open Data section of the Inail’s webpage with a dual role: 
through statistical datasets with elementary data in open format and without restrictions for reuse (in 
various "csv", "xml" and "rdf" formats) relating to the single case of accident and occupational disease, 
accompanied by metadata, vocabulary and thesaurus; through tables in "pdf" format: nine overall injury 
reports, nine for fatal cases and five for occupational diseases. 

Monthly data for the period January-December 2019/2018 (collected on 31 December of each 
year) have however a provisional status even if they are published. They will show some differences 
from the definitive annual ones referred to the five-year period 2015-2019 which will be divulgated 
later on within the Inail’s Annual Report (updated on 30.04.2020), which will then consolidate in the 
second half-yearly update as of 31.10.2020. In addition to the total number of claims, as a difference 
from the monthly tables, the annual data will also contain the results of the administrative processes 
of such claims that may end with a positive, negative or “still under investigation” result. 

The comparison between the monthly data and the annual ones, while being guaranteed by the 
homogeneity of collection, needs for cautions as already mentioned. The monthly data are provisional 
because they do not contain those claims for accidents at work already occurred but still not reported 
at the date of December 31 of each year. 

For a correct interpretation of the data, it is always essential not to neglect the reading of the 
report titles and of the warnings attached, as well as the definitions and in-depth information contained 
in the vocabularies and thesaurus reported. 

In addition to the monthly tables and the analytical data of the Open data section, Inail uses also 
other disclosure tools such as the monthly press release, the quarterly bulletin and the January issue 
of the present magazine “Inail Data” dedicated to the first data of the past year. 
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JANUARY TO DECEMBER: INJURY CLAIMS IN THE 
YEARS 2018-2019 

 

 

 

In 2019, 641.638 accidents at work reported to Inail by the end of December, 915 more than the 
640.723 in 2018 (+0,1%). 

The monthly data collected at 31 December of each year (provisional as they will consolidate in 
the subsequent updates of 2020) show an increase at national level only for “commuting accidents”. 
These accidents, occurred on the round trip between the home and the place of work, have risen from 
98.446 to 100.905 (+2,5%), while those "on the job" fell from 542.277 to 540.733 (-0,3%). 

Between January and December 2019 the number of claims decreased by 0,05% in the 
Industry&Services sector (from 501.740 cases in 2018 to 501.496 in 2019) and 1,5% in Agriculture 
sector (from 33.180 to 32.692), while it increased by 1,6% in the “On Behalf Of The State” sector (from 
105.803 to 107.450). This latter sector includes accident occurred to workers of many government 
administrations and to state's public school students. 

The local analysis highlights an increase of claims in the North-West (+ 0,1%), in the Center 
(+1,2%) and in the Islands (+0,5%), and a decrease in North-East (-0,1%) and South (-0,8%). 

Among the regions with the highest percentage increases are Sardinia (+4,2%), Basilicata 
(+2,7%), Umbria (+2,2%) and Marche (+2,1%), while the largest decreases are those recorded in 
Molise (-6,9%), Valle d'Aosta (-4,0%) and Abruzzo (-3,7%). 

The slight increase in number of claims that emerges from the comparison between 2018 and 
2019 is due exclusively to the female component, which recorded a + 0,5% (from 228.762 to 229.865 
claims), unlike the male component, down 0,05 % (from 411.961 to 411.773). 

The increase only affected non-EU workers (from 79.312 to 83.250: +5,0%), while the claims of 
Italian workers, which represent around 83% of the total, fell by 0,5% (from 536.153 to 533.462) and 
those of the European Union fell by 1,3% (from 25.254 to 24.923). 

The analysis by age groups shows increases between those under 30 (+2,4%) and between 50 
and 69 years (+1,7%). On the other hand, the number of claims of workers in the 30-49 age group 
decreased by 2,5%, which includes 40% of the total claims. 
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FATAL ACCIDENTS AT WORK CLAIMED IN THE 
PERIOD JANUARY-DECEMBER 2018-2019 

 

In 2019, the fatal accidents at work reported to the Institute by December were 1.089, 44 fewer 
than the 1.133 in 2018 (-3,9%). 

The comparability of the monthly data of the two years, while being guaranteed by the 
homogeneity of detection, needs for cautions especially for the case history of fatal events. 

The two pictures taken on December 31 of each year, indeed, do not take into account those 
deaths that later entered (for 2018) or that are still expected (for 2019) to enter in the databases of 
the Institute with the next updates. 

The decrease, however, is to be considered little reassuring and the comparison between the two 
years is not significant, as 2018, if compared to 2019, was featured by a greater number of "multiple 
accidents" (i.e. those events that cause the death of at least two workers) which by their nature and 
entity can influence the trend of the phenomenon. Between January and December 2018, in fact, there 
were 24 multiple accidents and they caused 82 victims, almost double the 44 workers who lost their 
lives in the 19 multiple accidents that occurred in 2019. 

Furthermore, about half of the deaths in multiple accidents in 2018 occurred in the month of 
August alone. In this regard shoud be mentioned the two road accidents that occurred in Puglia and 
other two occurred in Lesina and Foggia, in which 16 workers lost their lives, in addition to the collapse 
of the Morandi bridge in Genoa, with 15 fatal cases reported to INAIL. 

In August 2019, however, no events of equal drama were recorded. The last few months of 2019 
were marked, however, by some dramatic fatal events. In September, four Indian workers who fell into 
a sewage tank in Lombardy and, in November, four workers in the explosion of a fireworks factory in 
Sicily and three others swept away by a truck while engaged in pruning in Puglia. In this latter, the 
driver who lost control of the car, overwhelming the truck, who was standing on the roadside, which 
in turn overwhelmed the workers, also died. In November, two truck drivers died in a head-on collision 
in the Marche. 

At a national level, from the data collected at 31 December of each year, there was a reduction 
of 41 claims for fatal commuting accidents (from 347 to 306) and of 3 claims for those occurred "in the 
course of work" (from 786 to 783). 

The decrease only affected the Industry&Services sector, with 64 fewer fatal claims (from 985 to 
921), while Agriculture presented twenty more cases (from 131 to 151), and the “On Behalf Of The 
State” sector the same number of deaths in both periods (17). 

The national areas analysis shows a decrease in claims for fatal accidents in the North-West (from 
305 to 289), in the North-East (from 273 to 251) and in the South (from 258 to 233). The Center went 
countertrend, going from 214 to 217 claims and especially the Islands (from 83 to 99). 

At regional level, it is worth to mention the decreases recorded in Liguria and Veneto (respectively 
20 and 17 fatal cases less) and the increases in Sicily (+16), in the Marche and in the autonomous 
province of Bolzano (+11 for both). 

The gender analysis, in the comparison between 2019 and 2018, shows a decreasing trend for 
both genders: 34 fewer fatal cases for men (from 1.029 to 995) and 10 fewer cases for women (from 
104 to 94). 

 PROFESSIONAL 
NOTES 
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A minus sign is also for the fatal cases claims of the Italian workers (from 952 to 884), which 

represent 81% of the total, while among the EU there are ten more cases (from 51 to 61) and among 
non-EU citizens 14 more cases (130 to 144). 

The analysis by age groups shows declines among the under 20 (-7 deaths), in the 30-44 years 
group (-39) and 55-69 years group (-59), in the face of 14 more deaths for workers between 20-29 
years and 49 more fatal cases for those between 45 and 54 years. 
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OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES CLAIMED IN 2019 
 

Claims for occupational diseases, registered by Inail during 2019, have been 61.310, 1.725 more 
than the year 2018 (+2,9%). 

Claimed cases of illness have increased in Industry&Services sector, from 47.424 to 49.378 
(+4,1%), whilst have decreased in the Agriculture sector, from 11.491 to 11.294 (-1,7%), and in the 
“On Behalf Of The State” sector, from 670 to 638 (-4,8%). 

In the Industry&Services sector one can find the 80,6% of cases claimed during 2019, the 18,6% 
in the Agriculture sector and the remaining 1% in the “On Behalf Of The State” sector. 

On a geographical level, the increase has involved the North-East (+2,0%), the Centre (+2,4%), 
the South (+2,9%) and the Islands (+11,1%), whilst in North-West of Italy there has been a decrease 
of claims (-1,4%). 

One disease out of three has been claimed in Central Italy, almost one out of four at Southern 
Italy, one out of five in North-East and more than one out of ten either in North-West or in the Islands. 

Occupational disease claims have increased by 648 (from 16.006 to 16.654, +4,0%) for female 
workers and by 1.077 for male workers (from 43.579 to 44.656, +2,5%). 

All claims have increased, either those regarding Italian workers (93% of total claims number), 
that have grown from 55.659 to 56.993 (+2,4%), or those regarding workers from other UE countries, 
grown from 1.246 to 1.452 (+16,5%) or those regarding workers from any other country, from 2.680 
to 2.865 (+6,9%). 

The most frequently claimed pathologies in 2019 have been the osteo-muscular diseases and 
connective tissue diseases (38.492 claims), those of nervous system (6.678, most of them regarding 
the “carpal tunnel syndrome”) and those affecting the ears (4.311). Other frequent pathologies have 
been those of respiratory system (2.809) and the tumours (2.458). These five sorts of pathologies are 
almost the 90% of all the claims to Inail. 

Moreover, there have been 466 registered claims of occupational disease affecting the psyche 
and the behaviour, and 407 affecting the skin and subcutaneous tissue, whilst the cases of heart and 
circulation disease have been 249. 
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