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The health emergency has forced Italy to introduce containment measures that have produced 
disruptive effects on the national economy. In the construction sector in particular, according to 
Confindustria, in terms of production, in 2020 there will be a 7% drop in the construction sector, which, 
with the recovery in activity, is expected to improve to -4% in 2021. This means only a partial recovery, 
which will not be able to compensate for the loss suffered due to the closure, so a year will not be 
enough to offset the decline caused by the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

A sector already suffering, underlines Ance (National Association of Building Constructors) in its 
"Osservatorio congiunturale sull'industria delle costruzioni" (Economic Observatory on the Construction 
Industry), despite the fact that 2019 had closed with a positive result for production, thanks to a 
particularly favourable first quarter of the year. In fact, the report shows that the weak, positive signs 
cannot be read as a reversal of the trend as they are not sufficient to warrant the development that is 
needed. So it is clear that the impact of the economic crisis produced by the lockdown has an amplified 
effect in this sector, which produces a significant contribution to total GDP (about 8% in December 
2019). 

According to ISTAT data, in February 2020 production decreased sharply (down 3,4% compared 
to January), between March and May the seasonally adjusted production index was still down sharply 
compared to the previous quarter (down 41,9%). Despite the robust increase in May 2020, where the 
construction index is estimated to have increased by 168% compared to the previous month, the decline 
in the first five months of the year was huge: on average in this period both the index adjusted for 
calendar effects and the crude index decreased by 23,6% and 24,2% respectively. 

Another point to be noted, according to Confindustria, is the difficulty in accessing credit with a 
consequent increase in the bankruptcy risk: the reduction in loans will be 1,7% in services and 4,3% 
in construction (especially for small companies). This factor originates from the contraction in credit 
supply: banks do not have sufficient assets to grant loans and other financing means. As construction 
companies are more exposed to default than other firms, with a bankruptcy rate of 8,1% under normal 
conditions, in this abnormal situation the rate reaches 10,6%. 

 

CONSTRUCTIONS: BEFORE AND AFTER THE 
HEALTH EMERGENCY 

GENERAL INDEX OF PRODUCTION IN CONSTRUCTION

YEAR 2015=100

Source: Inail processing on data extracted from I.stat on 17th August 2020
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The Cresme1/CLab economic index (adjusted for working days) shows a glimmer of recovery, and 

shows a in June 2020 a growth, albeit modest, of activity in the construction sector (+0,5% compared 
to the same period in 2019). This confirms the restart of the market, already visible in May, as also the 
first two weeks of July confirmed the trend towards a rapid return to normal, with levels of activity 
similar to those recorded in 2019. Moreover, the recovery appears to be homogeneous throughout the 
country; the works planned before the forced stop in March-April have been rapidly brought to 
conclusion, contributing to the rise in the business confidence index. 

In conclusion, economic policy choices aimed to support investments, that are a real lever for 
solid growth of a country, are needed; investments more than consumers expenditure, as they would 
lead to a spike in sector’s productivity. 

 

 

Claudia Tesei 

 

 

 

 

                                                
1 Centre for economic, sociological and market research in construction industry. 

BUSINESS CONFIDENCE CLIMATE INDEX IN CONSTRUCTION SECTOR

SEASONALLY ADJUSTED MONTHLY DATA

jul-19 aug-19 sep-19 oct-19 nov-19 dec-19 jan-20 feb-20 mar-20 apr-20 may-20 jun-20 jul-20 aug-20

assessments on order book/construction plan for the 

enterprise at present time - balance
-11,9 -15,3 -13,4 -13,9 -14,7 -12,8 -14,1 -16,9 -17,4 n.d -46,7 -33,4 -24,3 -25,7

assessments on construction activity for the 

enterprise during last 3 months - balance
3,1 6,3 0,8 1,0 4,2 0,6 -3,7 -3,0 -5,3 n.d -67,0 -59,0 -41,5 -22,7

expectations on order book/construction plan for the 

enterprise in the next 3 months - balance
4,1 1,6 3,5 5,2 3,4 3,5 8,0 6,2 -2,6 n.d -24,3 2,7 1,4 1,6

expectations on price asked by the enterprise in the 

next 3 months - balance
-1,6 -3,0 -0,7 -1,1 -1,7 -0,2 1,6 -0,9 -1,9 n.d -7,3 -2,9 -1,6 -1,8

employment expectations for the enterprise in the 

next 3 months - balance
0,6 0,7 2,6 0,6 -4,2 -2,1 2,6 4,8 1,1 n.d -10,1 -2,8 -4,4 1,0

business confidence climate for construction 
(*) 142,8 140,4 143,2 141,3 137,1 140,1 142,7 142,3 139,0 n.d 108,4 124,0 129,7 132,6

Source: I.stat - data extracted on 4th September 2020
(*)

 base index number 2010=100
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ACCIDENTS AT WORK IN CONSTRUCTION 
INDUSTRY 

 

In the Construction sector, during the period 2015-2019, there was an 8,7% reduction in accident 
claims and an even stronger decrease in positively assessed cases, from 35.083 in 2015 to 29.104 in 
2019 (-17%). 

The crisis in the sector and the adoption of better and more effective prevention measures at 
construction sites probably had an impact on the reduction in the accident phenomenon, which was 
much more important than the one observed in Industry&Services as a whole (-3,5% for the positively 
confirmed cases). The drop recorded affected all the divisions that make up the sector and especially 
"Construction of buildings" (-22,9%) and "Specialised construction work" (-15,2%), which together 
account for 92,4% of accidents in the sector. Slightly more than 69% of positively confirmed accidents 

 BEHIND 
THE HEADLINES 

POSITIVELY CONFIRMED ACCIDENTS AT WORK IN CONSTRUCTION SECTOR

BY KIND OF WORKER - YEAR 2019

CLAIMS OF ACCIDENT AT WORK BY ECONOMIC ACTIVITY SECTOR AND BY YEAR

CONSTRUCTION SECTOR

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Construction

Claims 40.775    39.867    38.977    38.312    37.251    -8,6

of which: Positively confirmed 35.083   34.183   32.952   31.149   29.104   -17,0

F 41 - Building construction

Claims 12.656    12.213    11.713    11.438    10.805    -14,6

of which: Positively confirmed 11.056   10.660   10.078   9.542     8.527     -22,9

F 42 - Civil Engineering

Claims 2.647      2.499      2.570      2.472      2.695      1,8

of which: Positively confirmed 2.366     2.211     2.257     2.087     2.200     -7,0

F 43 - Specialised construction work

Claims 25.472    25.155    24.694    24.402    23.751    -6,8

of which: Positively confirmed 21.661   21.312   20.617   19.520   18.377   -15,2

Industry and Services

Claims 493.381  500.381  506.341  505.121  503.790  2,1

of which: Positively confirmed 333.028 337.974 338.510 332.263 321.350 -3,5

Source: Inail Open Data - data extracted on 30.04.2020

Economic activity sector
Year of occurrence Var.% 

2019/2015
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at work in 2019 involved employees, around a quarter involved self-employed, 3,9% were apprentices 
and 1,7% were temporary workers. 

Almost 60% of work-related accidents occur in a region in Northern Italy, notably Lombardy, 
Emilia Romagna and Veneto, which alone account for 40% of cases; the regions of the South that are 
the most affected are Puglia and Sicily (4,7% and 4,5% of accidents, respectively). On average, over 
43% of accidents at work are caused by total or partial loss of control of a machine, of a means of 
transport/handling equipment, of a hand tool or of an object (22,6%) and by slipping or tripping with 
a fall (20,7%). More than 90% of accidents occurring at work result in a bruising (24,6%), a dislocation 
(23,8%), an injury (23,7%) or a fracture (19,4%). 

56,5% of the contusions involve the upper and lower limbs and particularly the hand; in case of 
luxation, the lower limbs are involved (53,9%), especially the ankle and knee; in case of a fracture, the 
hand and foot are particularly affected; finally, in case of an injury, 65,7% of the cases involve the 
upper limbs and particularly the hand (53,0%) and the head in another 19,3% of cases. 

78,8% of those injured at work during 2019 were born in Italy, 5,1% in Albania and 4,0% in 
Romania. The workers most frequently affected are aged between 35 and 64 (about 75% of cases). 
As regards accidents at work with fatal outcomes, more than a quarter of all fatal cases in Industry and 
Services occur in Construction, which confirms the high riskiness of the sector. However, the reduction 
observed from 2015 to 2019 is particularly important: while in Industry and Services there was a 
decrease of 20,3%, in Construction sector ther was a drop of 40% (from 140 in 2015 to 84 deceased 
people in 2019). 

 

 

 

 

POSITIVELY CONFIRMED ACCIDENTS AT WORK IN CONSTRUCTION SECTOR

BY KIND AND PLACE OF INJURY - YEAR 2019

Wound Contusion

Dislocation, distortion, distraction Fracture
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Surely the promotion of a culture of health and safety in the construction industry, as well as the 
funding campaigns in favour of firms and businesses to facilitate measures aimed at reducing the risk 
of accidents, which Inail has been putting in place for some time, are now finally bearing fruit. 

 

 

Francesca Marracino 

POSITIVELY CONFIRMED FATAL ACCIDENTS AT WORK 



August 2020 – n. 8 

 

    
 8 

 

DATI

CONSTRUCTIONS: HIGH RISK ... NOT ONLY FOR 
ACCIDENTS AT WORK 

 

9.016 occupational diseases reported to Inail by workers operating in the Construction sector in 
2019. With a share of 18,3%, and immediately after the manufacturing sector (21,2%; 10.460 cases), 
this sector is the one that contributes most to total number of work-related pathologies reported to 
Inail in the wider sector of Industry and services (49.277 diseases claimed). These results show that in 
this sector, in addition to accidents at work, the extent of occupational diseases is also relevant. 

Over the last five years, there has been a significant increase in occupational diseases reported 
by companies in the construction sector: in fact, it went from 7.493 in 2015 to 9.016 in 2019 with an 
increase of 20,3%, a much higher percentage than to that of 7,6% of the entire sector of Industry and 
services (from 45.813 cases to 49.277). Territorially, the greatest growth was in the Center with 45,8%, 
followed by the South and Islands with 14,9% (Islands -2,7% and the South +26,1%) and the North 
with 1,6% (North-West -6,6% and +7,4% North-East) 

With 3.440 cases, in 2019, the Center reported the highest number of pathologies (Tuscany 
39,4% and Marche 36,2%); 3.102 in the South (24,9% in Sardinia and 22,1% in Abruzzo) and 2.474 
in the North (one third in Emilia Romagna and about a quarter in Lombardy with 23,9%). 

 BEHIND 
THE HEADLINES 

OCCUPATIONAL DISEASE CLAIMS IN THE CONSTRUCTION SECTOR (NACE 2007) BY GEOGRAPHICAL AREA

YEAR OF CLAIM 2015-2019

Geographical area  2015  2016  2017  2018  2019 
Var % 

2019/2015

Constructions            7.493            8.194            8.281            8.551            9.016 20,3

North-west 993 1.028 994 908 927 -6,6

North-east 1.441 1.542 1.477 1.524 1.547 7,4

Center 2.359 2.568 2.951 3.192 3.440 45,8

South 1.650 1.808 1.828 2.050 2.080 26,1

Islands 1.050 1.248 1.031 877 1.022 -2,7

Industry & services          45.813          46.918          45.998          47.286          49.277 7,6

Incidence Costructions/Industry & 

services 16,4% 17,5% 18,0% 18,1% 18,3%

Source: Inail databases - updated at 30.04.2020

OCCUPATIONAL DISEASE CLAIMS IN THE CONSTRUCTION SECTOR (NACE 2007) BY REGION

YEAR OF CLAIM 2019
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It is understandable that 99,4% of the diseases affected the male gender, confirming the 

prevalence of the male component of workers. The most affected are relatively older, so much so that 
over two thirds of them are concentrated in the age group between 50 and 64; similarly the few 
diseased female workers (only 0,6% of the total claims), also fall within this age group with a share of 
61,6%. 

Of the 9.016 pathologies reported in 2019, 93% involved Italian workers (8.383 cases) and 7% 
foreign workers (633) and between these over two thirds came from outside the EU (438). 

Both Italian workers and those born abroad recorded, in the five-year period, an increase in 
reported diseases of 19,9% (from 6.992 cases to 8.383) and 26,3% (from 501 to 633) respectively, 
and for the latter 80,6% for EU citizens and the remaining 11,4% for non-EU citizens. 

Workers in the construction sector are exposed to many different occupational risks that can 
cause multiple occupational diseases. A study by the European Agency for Safety and Health at 
Working, already in 2004, stated that construction is a sector known for its incidence of occupational 
diseases where workers suffer more than their colleagues from other sectors from musculoskeletal 
disorders, such as low back pain and limb problems; many of them are still exposed to asbestos today; 
carpenters have a fairly high risk of developing nasal cavity cancer as a result of exposure to wood 
dust; the dust generated by cutting and processing products containing crystalline silica, such as sand, 
are capable of developing silicosis and serious respiratory diseases; many construction workers are 
exposed to high levels of noise and vibrations due to the use of machinery, including pneumatic 
hammers. 

In 2019 the main occupational diseases, according to the ICD-10 classification, were mainly those 
affecting the musculoskeletal system and connective tissue (73,3%; 6.518 cases) with a prevalence of 
34% of discopathies; diseases of the ear and mastoid process (11,1%; 989) with 93% of cases of 
noise-induced hearing loss; of the nervous system (9,9%; 876) of which 93% of cases from carpal 
tunnel syndrome; respiratory system (2,8%; 245) of which pleural plaque 17,1% and asbestosis 15,1%; 
of tumor pathologies (1,8%; 162) in particular that of the bronchi and lung with 40,1% and pleural 
mesothelioma with 21%. Diseases of the nervous and musculoskeletal systems grew by 34,6% and 

OCCUPATIONAL DISEASE CLAIMS IN THE CONSTRUCTION SECTOR (NACE 2007) BY GENDER AND AGE CLASSES

YEAR OF CLAIM 2019

OCCUPATIONAL DISEASE CLAIMS IN THE CONSTRUCTION SECTOR (NACE 2007) BY PLACE OF BIRTH

YEARS OF CLAIM 2015 - 2019

Place of birth 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Var % 2019/2015

Italy 6.992 7.618 7.695 7.964 8.383 19,9%

European Union (Italy excluded) 108 155 158 156 195 80,6%

Outside European Union 393 421 428 431 438 11,5%

Total            7.493            8.194            8.281            8.551            9.016 20,3%

Source: Inail databases - updated at 30.04.2020
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26,8% respectively over the five-year period 2015-2019, while the growth for tumors was more 
contained by 1,9%. Decreases were instead recorded for the auditory system (-5,7%) and the 
respiratory system (-2,4%). 

In view of these data, it can easily be seen that, unfortunately, "the construction site" is a 
workplace with a high risk to the health of workers, not only in terms of accidents, but also of slower, 
sometimes silent diseases, but with a progressive evolution. 

 

 

 

Antonella Altimari 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES CLAIMED IN THE CONSTRUCTION SECTOR (NACE 2007) BY ICD-10 CLASSIFICATION

YEAR OF CLAIM 2019
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CONSTRUCTIONS: INAIL’S AID TO CONTRAST 
THE HIGH RISK OF THE SECTOR 

 

In terms of prevention, Inail provides companies with valid tools to face the risk of accident at 
work and/or occupational diseases and to increase the levels of safety and health in the workplaces. 

In fact, in addition to identifying the risks associated with the professional activities, the Institute 
provides for the dissemination of a real culture of safety through information and training and offering 
economic aid in order to promote investment in prevention as a means of management and 
containment of the mentioned risks. 

The latter include the Enterprises Support Incentives (named ISI in italian), now offered by Inail 
on a regular annual basis since 2010 and represented by non-repayable loans for the implementation 
of projects that improve safety at work. 

 

This year the state of epidemiological emergency from COVID-19 made it necessary to address 
all economic aid as a priority towards the financing of anti-spreading of the virus with consequent 
revocation in the Relaunch decree of what would have been the tenth edition of the call (ISI 2019 ). 

So far, more than 2 million euros have been made available which have allowed the admission of 
about a fifth of the overall projects presented (over 33 thousand out of 176 thousand), of which 22% 
have involved the construction sector. 

In the latest edition, ISI 2018, 38% of the companies in the sector that participated (2.606) 
managed to occupy a useful position in the ranking for admission, absorbing 23% of the available 
budget (over 83,5 million euros) and presenting projects which, if completed as declared in the 
application phase, would be close to 140 million euros of investment in safety. 

The admitted applications mainly and equally concern the Ateco 2007 “Construction of buildings” 
(42,8%) and “Specialized construction activities” (42,4%) divisions. 

 

 PROFESSIONAL 
NOTES 

ENTERPRISES SUPPORT INCENTIVES (ISI) 2010-2018

ISI National budget Total

Construction 

(NACE 2007) Total

Construction 

(NACE 2007)

2010 60.000.000        18.552               3.839 1.440                 296                    

2011 205.000.000      20.628               4.494 4.316                 1.004                 

2012 155.352.313      13.128               3.021 3.690                 911                    

2013 307.359.614      22.981               5.525 4.211                 1.054                 

2014 267.427.404      22.981               5.838 3.434                 826                    

2015 276.269.984      23.643               5.740 3.382                 735                    

2016 * 289.507.756      21.068               4.185 4.318                 663                    

2017 249.406.358      16.620               3.290 3.521                 635                    

2018 369.726.206      16.696               2.606 5.111                 995                    

Total 2.180.049.635   176.297             38.538               33.423               7.119                 

* Includes support incentives for the Agricultural sector then provided separately in 2017 and 2018

Admitted projectsPresented projects
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For 74% of cases, these are investment projects, which nine times out of ten are aimed at 
reducing the main causes of accidents in the construction activity by replacing "obsolete and not" 
machinery and, to a lesser extent, towards the risk, such as mechanical vibrations. 

The remaining projects are distributed equally with 11% between “Manual handling of loads” 
(named MMC in italian) and Remediation activities for materials containing asbestos, while only 3% 
concerned the adoption of organizational models and civil liability (SGSL), in particular those certified 
by Uni Iso 45001: 2018. 

To date, the administrative technical verification has given a positive result for 75% of the projects 
admitted with an amount that can be financed by Inail which amounts to approximately 61 million 
euros. 

Investing in safety remains essential to counteract the risk inherent in working activities and ISI 
represents a valid tool to pursue this goal, especially for high-risk activities such as construction. 

 

 

Federica Cipolloni 

 

ISI 2018 - PRESENTED PROJECTS AND ADMITTED PROJECTS OF THE CONSTRUCTION SECTOR ENTERPRISES

ISI 2018 - ADMITTED PROJECTS BY TYPE OF PROJECT - CONSTRUCTION SECTOR


